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‘ ghall be made before the House divides, or before 
‘the call of the yeas and nays is commenced; and 
‘any member requesting to be excused from voting 
‘may make a brief verbal statement of the reasons 
‘for making such request; and the question shall 
‘then be taken, without further debate.”’ 

it was for the House to decide what that brief 
statement was. 

Mr. ATKINSON said, he was disposed to re- 
move the difficulty which had seemed to exist be- 
tween the two gentlemen. 

Great confusion. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I call the gentleman to order. 

Mr. ATKINSON. The gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Scnenck] desires to be excused from voting. 
Now, if the gentleman could be excused without 
the necessity of going into his reasons, he [Mr. 
A.) hoped he was satisfied. He (Mr. A.] had no 
doubt that the House would excuse the gentle- 
man. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I call the gentleman to order. 

Mr. 8. was proceeding to make a remark, which 
could not be heard amidst the great confusion, 
when— 

Mr. DOUGLASS rose and called him to order. 

Mr. SCHENCK took his seat. 

Mr. DOUGLASS proceeded, If the gentleman 
presses what he has asserted, that these resolu- 
tions are a violation of the Constitution, that is a 
cood reason for his voting against them, but he 
has no right to make an argument. I therefore 
insist upon a division on this point—that the gen- 
tieman shall not be permitted to make an argu- 
ment, either for or against the measure. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Scnznck] is certainly avandering rather from 
the line marked out by the rule. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Lhave not yet said anything, 
except that I find a clause in the resolution which 
I considered a violation of a certain provision of 
the Constitution, which I was about to read. If 
called to order now, it must be on the ground that 
it is disorderly for a member to have anything to 
do with that instrument. 

[Laughter, and cries of ** Read it in churches. ’’] 

Mr. DOUGLASS [to the Cuatr.] My point 
of order is, that it is disorderly for the gentleman 
toask to be excused, and then to go on and assign 
reasons which show that, if he is an honest man, 
and if his reasons are true, he is bound to vote 
against the measure. 

The SPEAKER. The House must decide that 
question. 

Mr. McDOWELL., I move that my colleague 
{Mr. Scnenck] have leave to proceed in order. 

The SPEAKER put the question, and when 
in the act of announcing the result as being in the 
negative, some conversation arose as to whether 
an intermediate demand by Mr. Scnencx for the 
yeas and nays had been made in proper time: 
Mr. 8. insisting that he had submitted the motion 
80 soon as his physical ability had enabled him to 
rise to his feet. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON. I am sure that 
there is no disposition to deny to the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Scuenck] the right to give his 
reasons, bona fide. I hope that the House will 
listen to these reasons so long as they are in order. 
If he enters upon an argument, the House is not 
bound to listen, and cannot do so. 

Mr. BARRINGER. Does the Speaker decide 
that the gentleman from Ohio is out of order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has so decided. 

Mr. WINTHROP said, that he presumed there 
would be no objection made to the gentleman pro- 
ceeding in order, without unnecessarily consuming 
the time of the House in calling the yeas and 
hays, 

And no objection being made— 

Mr. SCHENCK proceeded. He did not in- 
tend, he said, to go into an argument, for he knew 
that it would be irregular. He certainly should 
have done so, had the usual opportunity for dis- 
cussion been afforded. He desired, however, to 
make the simple statement of a fact. It was this: 

hat there was a certain fact in the Constitution 
of the United States, taken in connexion with a 


3D 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1845. 

Je ee a 

certain fact in these resolutions, in} t} 

ulation: and that there had been such a blu 

that even the majority here, when they saw it, 

would be willing, he thought, to retrace their 

steps. Would it be in order for him to read 
short clause from the Constitutio 1? 

No objection being made, Mr. 8S. read as fol 


** Representatives and direct taxes shal] he 7 
‘portioned among the several States which may 
* be included within this Union, accordine to thetr 
‘respective numbers, which shall be determined 
‘by addine to the whole number of free px 3 
* including those b und to se rvice for a term of 
‘ years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three- 
‘fifths of all other per ons.’’ 

In the second section of these resolutions, 


found the following provision: 

“That, until the representatives in Conert 
shall be apportioned according to an aciual enu- 
meration of 
‘the State of 


‘ 


‘ the inhabitants of the United States, 


Texas shall be entitled to choose two 
‘ representatives, ”” 

Now, he did not find among the pap 
communication from Texas in relation to what 


she 
believed to be the number of her population. 

Mr. DOUGLASS. l acain c ul the crentle nan 
to order. Itis a mere argument to the question, 
and 1 must interpose, unless the House will per- 
mit me to reply. Ifso, 1 am prepared to sustain 
the position. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I leave it to the Chair to de- 
cid »e 

Mr. DOUGLASS. I am willing that the gentle- 


man should go on, and give any reasons whicli, in 
the judement of the House, are reasons for not 
voting. Butas it has been decided that an arzu- 
ment against the measure Is not ‘* reasons for be- 
ine excused,’’ I must insist that no further abuse 
of the rule (as, with all proper respect to the gen- 
tleman, | must say | consider it,) be allowed; and 
that the gentleman confine himself within the 
proper limits. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. SCHENCK | has certainly taken a latitude not 
compatible with the purpose for which he rose. 

Mr. BAYLY. I submit whether, when leave 
has once her n #iven to proce d in order and that 
order has been violated, leave is again to be 
granted ? 

The SPEAKER. The House must determine. 

Mr. SCHENCK desired to ask a question. By 
the rule of the House he thoucht that a centle- 
man asking to be excused from voting, was to give 
his reasons. He now understood the gentleman 
from Ulinois [Mr. Dove Lass] to say, that he 
(Mr. 8.) must give such reasons as in the judg- 
ment of the House were reasons. He desired the 
Speaker to decide whether it was the reasons of 


the members of the House, or his own that a gen- 


' tleman was to give. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that 
the gentleman is not confining himself to the lim- 
its contemplated by the rule. 

Mr. HENLEY. Has any gentleman made a 
motion to excuse the gentleman from Ohio? 

Mr. DOUGLASS. He has made it himself. 

A motion on the left of the Chair was made that 
the gentleman have leave to proceed in order, but 
it met with loud resistance. 

And the question being taken, the House re- 
fused the leave. 

So Mr. Scuenck took his seat. 

The question then recurring on the motion to 
excuse, a brief conversation followed; after which 
Mr. Scuenck rose to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. BAYLY objected to his doing so, as out of 


\| order, after asking to be excused. 


The CHAIR decided that Mr. Scnenck had a 
right to withdraw his motion, and he withdrew it 
accordingly. 

The question was at length taken on the adop- 
tion of the joint resolution, and decided in the 
afilirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, At- 
kinson, Baker, Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Biggs, 
Jas. Black, Jas. A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinker- 











iy 
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a ee 
hoi, Brodhead, Milton Brown, Wm. G. Brown, 
Burt, Cabell, J... Campbell, Catheart, Augustus 
A. C1 tpanarn, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman 
Ci e, Cobb, Cocke, Colin, Constable, ¢ ier, 
U 1, Cummi Cunningham, Daniel, Jefferson 
Da 9 1), ae Dil Li itil, er bbin, Dockery, 
D » Dromgovole, Dunlap, Ellsworth, Erd- 
man, Ba ’ Ficklin, bo er, Fries, Garvin, Gen- 
{ Gi , ul ear, Gordon, Graham, Grider, 
Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Henley, Hilliard, 
Hoge, Hopkins, Hough, George 8. Houston, E. 
WwW. biu d, Hiun rford, Ja Ae Hunt. Hunt r, 
C ye I soll, Jenkins, James Li. Johnson, 
J 1 Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Georere W. 
J } . oe bor Joue 2 Thomas L. Kj ’ ¥, 
Ap yt ; I , Leib Lig ile Lu phi Nlacla 
mae ’ vi Clelland, MeClernand, MeConnell, 

“rate ‘Dowell, McHenry, McKay, John 


P. Martin, Barelay Martin, Morris, Morse, Me 





t' ) le P; ri} h, Payne ’ Pen 

( ) Perrill, Perry, Pettit, Price, Rathbun, Reid, 
Relfe, Ritter, Robert: . Russell, Sawtelle, Seddon, 
4. D. Sims, L. H.Simms, Sim m, Thos. Smith, 
Robts . Stanton Stephens, § t. John, Strong, 
r | ode; <, Thomasso 1, James Vhe Lil} 
Soi, hy > mpson, ‘Thurman, ‘Tibbatts, 
i ¢ } ~ ae uly VV, ‘Trumbo, Wentw rth, Wi 

» Wick, Wil t, Woodward, Woodworth, 
Aacey, Yell, s | Soung—14k. 

VA Y j oe ) Ag i 4 
] | A, ¢ I | | bt VV W 
( | John Gi, ¢ 1, ( mer, Cray , 
( er, Darrach, | 0, Dixon, Ewine, Foot, 
= ns » Cerin l, Hampton, Harper, Lierrick, 
Iuas bb. iolm = J nn W. Llon on, Samuel D. 
Hy bard, Llud on, Washin it Hiunt, Joseph R. 
Incersoll, Daniel P. King, Preston King, Le Wis, 
Levin, MeGaughey, Mellvaine, Marsh, Mill 
Pollock, Rams« y, Julius Rockwell, John A. Roel 
well, Root, Runk, Schenck, Seaman, Severance, 
Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smit ly 
Stewart, Strohm, Benjamin Thompson, Tilden, 
Vance, Vinton, Wheaton, White, Winthrop, 
Wood, and Woodruff—56. 

So the joint resolution was adop 1, 

Mr. JONI S, of Tennessce, moved a recon- 
side tion of the vote, ; id demanded ihe previous 
qu nh. : 

‘There was a second. The main question was 


ord re d, and, he take nh. Was dk eid d i lie neg- 
ative without a division. 

So the vote wa not reconside red, 

The joint resolution wa the it sent for concur- 
rence to the Senate 


And the House adjourn d. 


PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES, &ce. 

Remonstrances against the admission of Texas 
into the Union as a slaveholding State, were pre- 
sented to-day, as follows: 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: Of Stephen Weston and other citi 
zens of the State of Maine. 

Also, of Calvin Metcalf and other citizens of North Anson, 
in said State. 

By Mr. ASHMUN: Of Eliab Wright, ir., and 12 other 
legal voters of Billingham, Massachusetts; and Lydia M. 
Gregory and 32 other women of the same town. 4 

Of Willis ser and 133 other citizens of Franklin, Mas- 
sachusetts; and of Fanny H. Gilmore and 28 other women 
of the same town. 

Of David A. Simmons and 392 other citizens of Roxbury, 
Massachusetts; and of Mary Ann Baxter and 282 other wo- 
men of > town. 

Of Chri ‘r Marsh and 91 other citizens of West Rox- 
bury, Massachusetts; and of Eliza Lea Follen and 121 other 
women of the same town. 

By Mr. A. SMITH: Of Daniel Webster and 130 other 
citizens of Byron, Genesee county, New York. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Massachusetts: Of Emma W. 
Barrett and 138 other women of Ashly. 

Of Charles H. Wood and 126 other inhabitants of Ashly. 

Of Amos Farnsworth and 127 others, inhabitants of New- 
ton. 

Of William Brown and 65 others, inhabitants of Shirley. 

By Mr. FOOT: Of Addison Brown and others; of R. H. 
Kimball and others; and of Charles C. Frost and others, 
citizens of the county of Windham, Vermont. 

By Mr. ABBOTT: Of Philip Osgood and 188 other citi- 
zens Of Amesbury and Salisbury, Massachusetts; of Julia 
A. Parsons and 70 other women of the same towns. 

Of B. F. 8. Griffin and 40 other citizens of West New- 
bury. Massachusetts 
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Of Thomas Hervey and ™ other citizens of Weat Rox- 
ford, Meaevachusetts; of Sarah Eaton and 55 other women of 
the same town. 

Of John 8. FE. Rodgers and 462 other citizens of Glouces- 
ter, Maseachnusett 

Of Famund Kinball, ir., and 81 other citizens of Wen 
ham, Massachuceti 


Of Leonard Woods and 263 other citizens of Andover, 


Massachusetts. 

By Mr. STEWART: Of William Gump, praying for a 
pension in ideration of injuries reeeived while in the 
vervice of the United States in the last war. 

By Mr. PENDLETON: Of Mrs. Judith Keith, praying 


f a pension on ¢ ount of her husband’s services in the 
Kevolution, « i to her rights under the pension system. 
By Mr. WOOD: Remon-trances from Utiea, Nassau, and 


Albarn ev LOrk, i neat the aamis 


| A ron oF Te ‘ a 

; , 

Al 1 ¢t ' renee of th I wrae of Natl iel 
Ni md er justin plow. « ~ th Beovel id of 
the child io i P 4, fur pen ) io t i ro 
priate comm "t 

I Nir. HAMPTON, 1 ota y i r i t et 
of William Co » Mark Clement, and twenty--ix other 
eitizens of New Jet , against the admission of Texas into 
the Union, inasmuch as its constitution does not, in accord 
u wth t 1 ior United States, establish 
isti nor ¢ t I ngs of | y to all its inhabit 

i? 

Alen, the remonestra of Josiah Franklin, J. Seofield, 
aud forty. other citizens of New Jersey, solemniv remon 


Ftrating and protestin rainet the admission to this Union 
of ‘Texas as a State, with a constitution which establishes 
and perpetuat lavery and the slave trade. 

Mr. HAMPTON also asked leave to withdraw from the 
fils of the House the papers of Cornelius A. Reeves, of 

w Jersey, ashing for a pension; and that they be referred 
to the Committee on Invalid’ Pensions. And, leave being 
granted, they were referred according! 

Mr. 8. D. HURBARD presented, under the rule, the re 
monstrance of inhabitents of the town of Madison, Con- 
necticut, against the admission of Texas 

Also, a remonstrance of cighty-nine 
tieut against the admission of ‘Ts 


citizens of Connec 


IN SENATE. 
Wepwespay, December 17, 1845. 
Mr. W EBSTER present d a petition of citizens 
of Sandwi *h, New llampshire, and two petitions 
from the State of Pennsylvania, remounstrating 
nvainst the admission of Texas as a slave 
Ww 7 ch were laid en the table under the rule. 
. MANGUM presented the petition of Simon 
Sur nmers, an officer of the revolutionary army, 
praying to be allowed commutation p: v3 which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. ; 
Also, the petition of Lydia Lush, widow of 
Stephen Lush, deceased, a Revolutionary soldier, 
asking a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pension 


ELECTION OF COMMITTEES. 
On motion of Mr. HAYWOOD, the Senate 
proceeded to execute the unfinished business, be- 


ing the election of the remaining 
several committees, 


members of the 


After several different modes of procee dine being 
propose d by Mr. Siz\ IER and Mr. SPEIGHT, 
the elections were concluded, partly by ballot and 
partly by resolution. ee 

‘The committees of the Senate are therefore now 
perfected, and are composed as follows: 

On Foreign Relations—Messrs. Allen, Cass, 
Archer, Sevier, and Atherton. 

On Finanee—Messrs. Calhoun, Lewis, Evans, 
Benton, and Jenness. 

On Commerce—Messrs. Haywood, 
son of Louisiana, Sevier, and Davis. 

= Agricullture—-Messrs. 
Phelps, Turney, and Corwin. 

On Military Affeirs—Messrs. Benton, Hanne- 
gan, Crittenden, Dix, and Speight. 

On Naval Affairs—-Messrs. Fairfield, 
Mangum, Cameron, and Dickinson. 

On the Militia—Messrs. Atchison, Semple, Bar- 
row, Fairfield, and Westcott. 

On Public Lands—-Messrs. Breese, 
W oodbrid re, Ashley, ind Morehead. 

On Private Land Claims—Messrs. Levy, Sem 
ple, Jarnagin, Pennybacker, and W vodbridee 

On Indian .Affairs—Messrs. Sevier, Bes rby, 
Phelps, Jarnagin, and Achison. 

Or C ‘Yaims—Me sssrs. Baeby, Pennybacker, J.M. 
Clayton, ‘Turney, and Johnson, of Mar yland. 

On Revolutionary Claims—Messrs. Semple,Han- 
nevan, Thomas Clayton, Cok quitt, and Greene. 

On the Judiciary— Messrs. Ashley, Breese, Ber- 
rien, Westcott, and Webster. ’ 

On the Post Office and Post Roads—Messrs. Niles, 
Sturgeon, Simmons, Semple, and Dayton. 


Dix, John- 
Sturgeon, Semple, 


Levy, 


Speight 


On Roads and Canals—Messrs. Siahmdee in, be w- 1} 


s, Corwin, Sturgeon, and Davis. 

On Pen a ie ssrs. Upham, Ashley, Pearce, 
Atchison, and Barrow. 

On the District of Columbia—Messrs. Haywood, 


Jenness, Breese, Miller, and Johnson of Mary- 
land. 
On Patents and the Patent Office—Messrs. Cam- 


eron, Hannegan, Phelps, Sturgeon, and Lewis. 

On Retrenchment—Milessrs. Lewis, Atherton, 
Morehead, Dickinson, and ‘Turney. 

On the Tei Westcott, Cameron, 
iSvans, Chalmers, and Corwin. 

On the Public 


ritories—Messrs. 
Buildings—Messrs. Cameron, 
Dayton, and Bright. 
Vo coutrol the Contingent Expe nses of the Senate-— 
Messrs. Nil 
On Printing—Messrs. 


;, Breese, and Greene. 


Atherton, Chalmers, and 


Upham. 

‘On Encrossed Bills—Messrs. Jarnagin and 
Levy. 

J unt ce euetios on Enrolled Bilis—Messrs. 
Bright, Jar in, and Levy. 


On the Libs ra 
Le 

Pending the election of the committees, 

Ait, EN rose, and asked permission of th 

naie to state that he had just received a subpoena 
to attend i District Court, now sitting in this 
ciiy, ordering his attendance forthwith, asa wit- 

< between ie United States and an 
individual, now on trial. He would, 


—Messrs. Pearce, Chalmers, and 


s 


Hess in a Case 
therefore, be 
under the necessity of leaving the Senate, in obedi- 
~ 'Thus situated, he trusted the 
Senate would permit him, at this time, to intro- 
duce the joint resolut ion, of » 


ence to this orde r. 


hich he had yester- 

President of the 
States to notify the Government of Great 
n of the termination after twelve 
the convention authorizing the 
t 


day given notice, advi Ine the 





months of 


5 y of 


joint occupant 
he Ori ron ‘Verritor y : 
HAY W< 0 D objected. 
iN Mr. WEBSTER suevested that itwas the usual 
course, When a av. rof the Senate received a 
permi 





subpoena, to ask ssion of the Senate to obey 

he ord r. 

Mr. ALLEN 

obey the subrerna: 
\ 


accordingly asked permission to 
which was granted. 
Ir. CASS asked to be excused from serving on 
the Committee on Pablic Buildings; and the mo- 
tion being agreed to, the vacancy was ordered to 
be filled by the Chair; w hereupon 

The CHAIR appointed Mr. Bricur, of Indiana, 
to fill the vacancy. 


PRINTER TO THE SENATE. 


Mr. SPEIGHT rose, and stated that it would 
be recollected by the Senate that some days ago | 


he submitted a resolution to ¢o into the election of 
a printe r to the Senate. In conse quence of the 
great accumulation of business on the table, it was 
important that a printer should be elected, as no 
printing could be executed until such an election 
should have taken place. He therefore moved that 
the resolution be taken up for consideration. 

Mr. J. M. 
tion of the Senator from Mississippi would not be 
taken up out of its order. 
lutions standing before it wpon the order of busi- 
ness before the Senate; and, 
was a resolution which had been heretofore intro- 
duced by himself for the purpose of fixing the 
rate of prices to be paid be the public printing. 
This matter oucht to receive the attention of the 
Senate before the election of printer; because the y 
must all be perfectly aware that when that officer 
is once cloiad. 
would be unfair to reduce the rate of remunera- 
tion; and that, having contracted with your officer 
to do the work, he is therefore entitled to certain 
vested rights which must not be interfered with. 
‘There were three difierent propositions offered to 
execute it below the rates spe cified in the resolu- 
tion which he h: id submitted, Those persons who 
had made the offers were repres« — to be respon- 

sible men, and were able to do it. He did not 
tail in his place as a friend of che party; but 


he thought that the Senate had a right to make a 
contract for the work on the best - rms. If they 


should elect a public printer before c onsidering his 
resolution, he repeated, they would be told that 
the printer had certain vested rights under an act 
of Congress. Without reference to any individ- 

uals—Ritchie & Heiss, Jefferson & Company, or 


CLAYTON ho} ved that the resolu- 
There were other reso- | 


among others, there | 


they would hear it argued that it | 


any sTalilianeedied thourht the bette *r course for | 


Senate would be, first to limit the am: unt to 
pau id for printing; or go on, and take 1 p busine 
in order as it stood on the doc ket t 

Mr. SPEIGHT the ugh t the Sk nthe from Del : 
ware was mistaken as to the priority of his reso — 
tion. ‘The two resolutions were submitted on tie 
same day. The resolution of the Senator from 
Dejlaware was objected to, as out of order, at the 
time when he submitted it; therefore the reso}j)- 
tion which he (Mr. 8.) had offered had one day’s 


priority. He hoped the Senate would now pl 
ceed to the election, and thus expedite the | 
ness of the country. 


his resolution, so 


He was willing to modiy 
that the prices should be mad: 
to conform to any regulation which micht here- 
after be made by law. 

Mr. CLAYTON asked the Senator to reduce 
his modification to writing. He would then state 
whether he sh vuld be willing to accede to it, 

‘The question being about to be put on the mo- 
tion of Mr. Spergur— 

Mr. CLAYTON asked the Secretary which res- 
olution had the priority on the calendar. 

The Secrerary replied, the resolution of the 
Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. SPEIGHT then varied his proposition, so 
as to make ita motion to postpone the previous 
orders; and stated that, in order to aceommod 
himself to the views of the gentleman from Dela- 
ware, he had no ob jer ‘tion to amend his resolution, 
by a lding a clause in conformity to a proposit ion 
which had just been put into his hands by a gen- 
tleman near abn that the prices paid for printing 
should be ac cording to the rates now establish é 
or such rates as should be fixed hereafier by law 
or by a resolution of the Senate. ; 

Mr. BERRIEN suevested that it would be bet- 
ter to fix the rate of compensation before they 
made the contract with the printer, so that the per- 
son selected to do the work might know what he 
was to receive; otherwise, it seemed to him, tliere 
would be no reciprocity in the contract; and he 
would aiso suggest the propriety of giving some 
previous notice of the intention to proceed to the 
election of printer, that Senators might be in t 








maces, 


Mr. ATHERTON was opposed to making any 
alteration at present in the prices to be paid for 
printing. If a reduction were necessary, it could 
be made hereafter as well as now; and a@ recur- 
rence to the former prac tice of Congress in this 
respect would show that although the prnw 
might be undertaken at a reduced price, yet it fo 
the most part occurred eventually a, the full 
price was paid. Mr. A. added, that he had su 
cested to the Senator from eh pl that it 
might be proper to amend his re solution by pro- 

viding that the compensation should be according 
to such rates as might be hereafter established. 
And it was also his design, when the resoluuon 
offered by the Senator from Delaware came up, 
move its reference to the Committee on the Con- 
tingent Expenses of the Senate, that t 
tee might be led to examine the subject , and re- 
port upon it; for he was quite sure that the Senate 
was not competent to decide upon the question at 
onee, and in the absence of information. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON insisted that, as there 
were several propositions on the table offering to 
do the eee at sums varying from twenty fo 
fifty per cent. below the resolution of 1819, they 
should not hesitate to save so considerable a sum 
of money. And he called for the reading of the 
several propositions on the table: ; 

1. From Dow & Co., at twenty per cent. ss 
than the prices paid during the last se ssion. 

. From William Greer, at twenty-five pe er cent. 
les ‘ss than the prices fixed by the resolution of 
1819. 

3. From Jefferson & Co., offering to execute 
the printing at twenty-five per cent. less than the 
price fixed by the same resolution, where the 
number of copies does not e xceed five thous wd, 
and beyond that number at a reduc tion of thirty- 
three and a third per cent. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER addressed the Senate, 
contending that they could not, by the propos! tion 
submitted, change, alter, or modify what he con- 
sidered to be a law of the land. From his re 
marks, it appeared that, prior to 1819, the } wee ' 
pens. was let by contract to the lowest bidder; 


yut the individuals who undertook to ——— it, 
ongress 


? 
i 


hat commit- 


did it in so bungling a manner that C 











1845. TH 





anak the resolution of 1819, fixing the rates of 
‘»mpensation; and a committee reported and re- 
commended a seale of prices, that the work might 
he done in a manner creditable to the literature of 
~~ country. Ifa resolution should be introduced 
‘» ehange the law, the Senate would find him 
ody to make inquiry as to what extent the prices 
sould be reduced ; but he protested against an in- 
terruption of an election of priater by the measure 
su ested. ss 

~ Vir, CLAYTON briefly offered some remarks 
in reply, to the effect that, in the event of the elec- 
tion of printer to the Senate, he would hold a 
vested right by the act of 1844; and, if he were 

‘acted, he could claim a right to regulate the price 
of printing under his contract. 

Mr. SPEIGHT said he had no such object by 

she introduction of his resolution. 
“Mr. CLAYTON commented on the exorbitant 
demand hitherto made for printing in numerous 
‘nstances, and at a large per centage, and stated 
that the rates, in various Instances, were enor- 
mously high. He went on to say that the act of 
1344 described the maximum rates (beyond which 
they could not go) at twenty per cent. less than 
heretofore. He would vote against the motion. 

Mr. PHELPS was of opinion that the only safe 
sourse for the Senate to pursue was, to defer the 
election of printer until Congress could act upon 
the subject of a regulation of the prices, in case a 
resolution of the Senate alone would not be sufii- 
cient. The arguments advanced by Senators on 
‘he other side, showed the propriety of suffering 
the subject of the election to rest until something 
was determined respecting the prices. 

Mr. BREESE said it appeared to him to be 
more important that the printing should be well 
done than that it should be done cheaply. He 
thought they ought not to be delayed by any un- 
dervidding propositions, and he was authorized 
by the proprietors of the Union to state that they 
were prepared, in case they were appointed, to 
conform themselves te any law er regulation that 
might be adopted by Congress in relation to the 
rnune. 

The question was then taken on considering the 
resolution, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Ath- 
erton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Cameron, Cass, 
Chalmers, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, 
Hannegan, Haywood, Jenness, Levy, Lewis, 

ieDuttie, Niles, Pennybacker, Semple, Sevier, 
Syeight, Sturgeon, Turney, and Westcott—2s. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, T. 

ayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, 
avis, Dayton, Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, 

hnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Pearce, 
elps, Simmons, Upham, Webster, and Wood- 
ndge—21. 


1. 


\ir. SPEIGHT then modified his resolution so 

to require that the Senate proceed forthwith to 
the cleetion of'a printer. 

Mr. WESTCOTT then offered the following 

i ndment: 

Resolved, That if, hereafter, during the term for 

ich the pririer is elected, provision should be 
tade by law for disconnecting the public printing 

m the newspaper press and for the establish- 
r of a public printing office to do the printing 
Congress, the printer so elected shall be subject 
ueh regulations as may be made by such laws 
to his continuance in office. 


Mr. ALLEN observed that nothing could be 
ected by this amendment. All that could be 
ie Was to bring in a bill to alter the existing 


‘w. He hoped, therefore, the amendment would 
t prevail, 


y 


Mr. SPEIGHT said it certainly did seem to 

i surprising that just at this particular time 
‘here should be exhibited such a remarkable de- 
“re tor retrenchment. Whenever a proposition 
'r@ proper reduction of prices should be Crosiee 
ward, he would be ready to go for it; but it was 
‘abject worthy of grave consideration, and one 
uch should not be pressed upon them hastily. 
Mr. WESTCOTT said he felt it to be his duty 
‘press the adoption of the amendment which he 
had just offered, not from any personal feeling 
“aich he entertained, but because he was impress- 
‘ao the belief that it would have a salutary 
a n the public press of this country, from one 
a it to the other, if there was no public pa- 
Touage which could be bestowed upon it. With 


respect to the gentleman for whom he was expect- 
ed to vote, he believed him to be perfect!y pure 
and altogether above paliry motives. He felt it to 
be his duty to offer this resolution in order to pre- 
vent the hands of the Senate from being tied, and 
to prevent gentlemen on the other side from say- 
ing we have made our contract and we cannot alter 
it fortwo yeurs. 


Mr. ALLEN dissented from the views of 


t 
Senator who had just sat down; because, if the 
amendment should he adopted it would become 
the law of the land, that the patronage 
Government, as far as regards the printing, was to 
be held from one description of the people of this 
country. His views were, that the laws should 
confer no privileges upon sects or subdivisions of 
the community. Another view was, that such a 
course would also proscribe a portion of the eom- 
munity; and he (Mr. A.) would proseribe no man. 
The amendment, if adopted, was calculated to 
proscribe the press of the country by a solemn act 


\ 
of Congress. He therefore would oppose the 
amendinent. 


’ 
¢ 


or te 





The question was then taken on the amendment, 
by yeas and nays, and decided as follows: 

“YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Ben- 
ton, Berrien, Cameron, Thomas Clayton, John M. 
Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, 
Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of’ Louis- 
iana, Levy, Lewis, McDuttie, Mangum, Miller, 
Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, Webster, 
Westcott, and W oodbridge—2x2. 

NAYS—Miessrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Ath- 
erton, Breese, Cass, Chalmers, Colquitt, Dickin- 
son, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Haywood, Jenness, 
Niles, Pennybacker, Semple, Sevier, Speight, 
Stureeon, and Turney—21. 

The amendment being agreed to— 

The resolution was then further amended by Mr. 
ATHERTON, by addine— . 

“The print » to be paid for at the rates now 
‘established by law, or such rates as may, during 
‘the present sessi yn, be established by law or by 
‘resolution of Conzress.”’ : 
Mr. CLAYTON then offered the followine 
amendment: 

‘That the person or persons elected printer to 
* the Senate shall be required to sion an avreement 
to do the printing of the Senate at not less than 
twenty per cent. under the prices fixed by the 
act of 1819, when the number of the documents 
to be printed does not exceed 5,000, and 334 per 
cent. less when the number exceeds 5,000; and 
when the same person or persons shall be elected 





. 


- 


. 


. 


. 


. 


printer to each Tlouse, no allowance shall be 
made for double composition, or setting up of the 
‘same document.’”’ 

Mr. CLAYTON asked for the yeas and nays; 
and the question being taken, it was decided as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Benton, Ber- 
rien, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Greene, Huntington, 
Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, Maneum, Miller, 
Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, Web- 
ster, and Woodbridge—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison Ather- 
ton, Barby, Breese, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, 
Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, 
Haywood, Jenness, Levy, Lewis, McDuffie, Pen- 
nybacker, Semple, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, ‘Tur- 
ney, and Westeott—26. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


° 


The Senate then proceeded to ballot for a printer 
to the Senate; and the result was as follows: : 

Whole number of votes given in........-49 
Necessary to an election... ...ceceeceeeee 20 
Messrs. Ritchie & Heiss received.........27 
Ds SRR ss vastus desis werwes'ees 

Messrs. Gales & Seaton. ....sc.cccccesc cen 
Messrs Jetferson & Co......+6.- 


Messrs. Ritchie & Heiss having received a ma- 

| jority of all the votes given, were therefore duly 

elected printers to the Senate for the Twenty-ninth 
Congress. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate took up 

| the joint resolution from the House for the appoint- 


' ment of Chaplains; which was concurred tn. 


Mr. HAYWOOD moved that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Executive business; 
but, without any decision on the motion, 

' The Senate adjourned. 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 
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E. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
W eprespay, December 17, 1845. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and an 
proved. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House sundrv 


communications from Executive Departments, vi 
REVENUE MARINE. 


I. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a detailed and able report upon the subject 
of the revenue marine establishment of the United 
States, containing an account of all the operations 
of that branch of the public service during the 
vear. ‘The report is made by Captain Alexander 
V. Fraser, the officer in charge of the Revenue 
Marine Bureau of the Treasury Dep tment. The 
amount estimated for the service of the establish- 
ment forthe next vear, exclusive of the construe- 


tron of revenue steamers, is S229.806. The 
amount estimated for revenue boats is $74,223; 


making together 304,029. ‘There is also a table, 
from which we have compiled the following state- 


Expenditure of every description upon Iron Revenue 
Steamers, from sIpril 1843, to December 1845. 
The McLane, built in Boston ........$83,338 69 

Dallas, do Buffalo .. .. 0 ee 82,952 23 
Legaré, do New York......90,307 15 
West Point....105,018 10 
Oswevo ....-- 100,943 95 


Spence re do 
Jefferson, do 


Bibb, do Pittsburg ......145.604 13 
Walker, do UOsccceseserstphte SI 
Polk, do Richmond.......9,979 94 


§620,621 00 


The report was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

COAST SURVEY. 

Ii. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting the report of the Chief Superintendent of 
the coast survey, showine the operations of that 
important branch of the public service for the past 
year. ‘The report is signed by Professor Alexan- 
der D. Bache, and dated at ** Bodie’s Island, North 
Carolina, November 29, 1845.’’ It was laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed: and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, 250 copies extra 
were ordered for the use of the officers and others 
connected with the survey. 

The SPEAKER announced that the reception 
and the consideration of petitions, memorials, re- 
monstrances, and State resolutions, was the rerular 
order of business; and 

The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the resolutions of the State of Massachusetts, pre~ 
sented by Mr. Wixtnrop, on the 15th instant, in 
favor of an amendment of the naturalization laws, 

The re solutions were read by the ¢ lerk, and are 
as follows: b 

Whereas the purity of the ballot box is indis- 
pensable for the security of the rights and the free 
and full expression of the will of the people; and 
whereas experience has clearly demonstrated that 
the naturalization laws of the United States are 
loose and defective, affording opportunities for the 
perpetration of gross frauds, destructive alike to 
the rights and morals of our citizens and the sta- 
bility of our institutions: 

Resolved, That the riclhts, interests, and morals 
of the people demand an immediate and thorough 
revision of the naturalization laws; and we regard 
it as the imperative duty of Congress so to amend 
those laws, that, while a liberal and just policy 
shall be adonted towards such foreigners as are or 
may come among us, the rights and privileges of 
our countrymen shall be kept inviolate, and the 
hallot-box i rmanently evuarded avainst every im- 
proper influence. 
~ Resolved, ‘That our Senators and Representa- 
tives in Congress are hereby especially requested 
to use their utmost exertions forthwith to procure 
such amendments in the naturalization laws as 
shall carry out and perpetuate, as far as possible, 
the principles indicated in the foregoing resolve. 

Resolved, That his Exceilency the Governor be 
requested to transmit a copy of these resolves to 
each of our Sexators and Representatives in Con- 
gress. 

When these resolutions were presented, Mr. 
Levin moved that they be referred to a select com- 
mittee. A motion was also made on the same day, 
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by Mr. Bropuray, that they be referred to the 
Committee on the Judicmry. 
The SPEAKER said the que tion would be on 


: 
the reference to the Committee on the Judiciary, 


which takes pr dence of the motion to refer to 
1 
“a select commits 
Mr. LEVIN said that the question befor 
House wa ked question of relerenece, ttl 
a * ' ' 
in the few remarks he propo ed tomake he shou d 


confine hims« if to the que tion. without enlarep 4 


upon the subject which he desired to bring in pro- 
perform to the full consideration of the House, and 
i 


lich a select 


to complish. | object (said Mr * to the re- 


' ' ee 
committee would alone enable him 


ference of these 1 olutio to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. [ am influenced to this course, not 
many want of re ect t r the ¢ ommittee on the 
ludiaary, or from any desire to derogate from 
their patriotism and learning; on the contrary, I 
entertain the h rhest re ect for ll the me t¢ of 
t commiittes Bat L object on a Parhamentary 
~orane | 1 ‘ thi tlou - 1 
} Vi hy ( toe 
( ) rai i tl ’ mu Wolk, ON l | 
in i ia ! prejud ed { 
Mn [i | if i cle ly | ul ¢ . 
t t tie \ ato i! pial ( ‘ } 
bill , ot ft } | it \\ ' 
direy his it, thie uild l t to b put tf i! 
that cares 1 it. Henee, it is laid down | 
Ny le I j { j Wi le I } t nod l 
to be omploved l V ii { \ ho cles ! 
himself } tit \ rol Vir } ona 
f Li | it ¢ I ( t ‘ i 
to 1 ‘ lin 1D I Ol 
ite ft) a é fre i | ij 
y pre if aa rs of tl rt to 
rea co } : ntob i ile to ! 
t jeadi j iple, all chance of « 
rit abu culo dt r feren ) 
ly committee is tantamount to a rejection. "Te 
pre rrelers ny PULbvind rvi¢ ur in ft an) \ 
ii er would better it the divan of a Suitan of 
"Turkey than the republican Coneress of the 
neonle of the Uh ie nor can fbr } - 


self to doubt for a moment that tl 





made for a select committee will prevail. 

Wh t, sir, is the object of ‘this rule of the 
House? Itis to promote the cause of truth and 
ist by a full and fair d t mm oof t } ! 

ples that may be ii lved rreport to be mad 
to this House. 1 ‘ lL of \ tf stran@ied mn 
com t “room, 2 Ol to bel ird of on th 
Hoor, or, if heard { i } inl 1} auia HnOUS 
i it ef e discharged { i} ( 
iW er ¢o in i ubyect i t tive 
(omm eont JUCICIAT e adverse to the ob- 
re ( emplate | oone Vy il] venture Lo ¢ na 
‘| Hel oldlv announce he fact. On what ‘ - 
then, can the Llouse ret its refere) t i ( 
co in er it can s ‘ vy b ticat Line ee ) ( 
alraid to agitate this ques on before the coun 
lest it should make friends with the people. ‘I 
subject itself ts one that grasps the safety of tl 
nation it involves the character as well as t 
duration of this Republic. It » a question that 
st sooner or later be met. ‘The eyes of the 
whole nation are turned on th House for 

ion on the subject of our naturalization law 
No oO ly will your rei ior a select oln li- 
tee be unparliamentary, but it will savor of per- 


‘tution towards a cause that now emhraces in 


lis ranks more than two hundred thousand vot 


and will speedily number mere than a millio 
Public opinion demands for this vreat que it 


the most unbounded liberality. It is a question so 


compact, so much of a unit, that opinions agamst 


cannot apply to any part without applyme to 
he whole. If the Committee on the Judiciary are 
adverse to the agitation of this question, I maintain 
that itis not treating so important a matter with 
becoming conside ration to move its reference in 
that quarter, in order that it may be put to a nurse 
more anxious to strangle than to rearit. So far 
this principle of preservation carried in the rules 
«of this House, that a member hostile to a bill has 
right to be excused from sitting on such commit- 
e. the evident intention be ng that eve ry subject 
hall he brought into full, free, and unrestrained 
GISsCUSSION on this flo Yr. instead of being Th ide 
All that we ask is, 
ni t t> smother the report, but give it a fair chance 
of living till it encounters the open warfare of its 
enemies on this floor, and can parry the blows 


away with in a dark corner. 


that its opponents aim against it. ‘* Daylight and 
a fair field’’ are all that Native Americans ask, and 
a smaller act of justice could not be granted them 
by an Ame rie an ¢ ‘ongere Ss. 

"Various lights are apt to break in on the most 
tion, When under discussion on 
] hat a mn hittes room, occupied only by 


Lis ieor, t 
its enemies, never could elicit, Once put to nurse 


obvious prop 


in the arms of its foes, weuld it not slec p forever? 
A committee compos d of friends and fox Ss, or im- 
partial observers, will do it justice, and bring it in 
proper form to the full consideration of the House. 
I need scarcely add, that itis not in the power of 
Congress to evade this question. A prompt and 
candid reception of it, therefore, will do the House 
more credit with the country than a reluctant wil- 
ness to entertain it, or any resort to artifice to 
put itto sleep. Giants never slumber by rocking 
or Sinei i. The yo ple love this ‘s monster.’ as 
led, of their own beettine: and they 


expect their representatives here to treat it with all 


the « idler n due to a deseendant of Georce 
Washi on. We desire to carry out his creed 
and his principles. As Native Americans, we have 

nh rey l d misrepre ented; and we now ask 


»> place before the nation, in the form ofa report, 


yur true object, our end and aim. We ask it in 


behalf of the American people—we ask it in behalf 
"our children, for whose benefit we hold in trust 


the ereat estate of freedom. Grant us, as Ameri- 
( 3, this small privileee, and then let us meet our 
\ like, face to face on this floor, 


unaided by any other power but that of truth and 


Mr. BRODHIUISAD obtained the floor; but yield- 
ed it at the req tof 
Mr. GIDDINGS, who desired to put a question 


lvania. He desired 
o know if that ¢entleman had not voted in every 
he petitions of some eighty 
born Americans who had petition- 


Il this | at this session against slavery r’ 


oO the wentiel » from Pennsy 


rie to nother the 


Mr. LEVIN appeared desirous of making a re- 


ply to this in vy: but 
Mr. BRODHEAD refused to yield the fleor. 
He said he had not risen to discuss the principles 


of the Native American party, but to offer a few 
marks of a business character as to the propriety 
of referring these resolutions to the Committee on 


e Judiciary. A gentleman from Alabama had 
iem on the table; but at Mr. B.’s 
earnest requesi, cons nted to vithdraw that no- 


tion, that Mr. B. might move their reference to 


{ Committee on the Judiciary. Mr. 6B. had 
le that motion out of respect to his honorable 
( re, [Mr. Levin,] and to those whom he 
rm 7 f i he re, as WV | as be eause he and those 
h whom he acted were in some degree strangers 


in that House. Aud in what spirit had this courtesy 
been met? Vhee ‘and announced to the 
House that there was a determination on the part 


of one of the standing committees of the House to 


ntleman ros« 


1 


rangle the resolutions if referred to them,and bury 
them in the vaults of a committee room! Mr. B. 
would ask, what there was in this Native Ameri- 

‘tty that they should demand from Congress 
ereater deference and consideration than was ac- 
corded to others? Where did his colleague find 


ny pre disposition on the part of 


can Dp 


the Judietary Comuniitee to smother these resolu- 
> "There was none on which so offensive an 
noutation could justly be fuunded. Those who 
‘ the improvement of our Western 

rivers had had their memorials referred to the ap- 
propriate committee of the House; so had every 
other class of petitioners: why must this Ameri- 
ean party be honored by allow ing to their applica- 
He thought the 
House treated them very well by putting them on 
a footing with their fellow-citizens; but this pro- 
posal was met by the language of menace and of 
complaint in advance. ‘The gentleman asked for 


i 


tions here a select committee? 


them a select committee, beqause their numbers 
I if there were but few of these 
eentliemen sent to the House, whose fault was that? 
if the proposal of a respectful reference of these 
resolutions was met by them all in the spirit now 
manifested by his colleague, Mr. B. doubted 
whether they would be sent to any committee at 
all, but at once laid on the table. What greater 
merit was there about them than about the aboli- 
tion petitions, so many of which had shared this 
fate? Mr. B. thought that both ought to go to- 
rether. Must this House dignify, by the report 


‘ 
> 


icre Were small. 


of a select committee, that which but six 
two hundre fil and twenty-thre e representaty 
the whole Amerian people profe ssed to ad 
Hie thought pot. They were In a ver v 
nority, and must be treated as other 
we re. treated here. 


opinions of these gentlemen did wot eon 


ili 
{ Immense laughter |} if 


with those of the great majority of the 4 


how could they expect that majority thus 
dorse them? ‘To save the time of the Hy 
useless discussion of a mere question of refi 
Mr. 2B. would call for the previous questio 
After a brief conversation, howe ver. | 
sented to withdraw the call at the request of 
Mr. RATHBUN, (chairman of the . 
Committee,) who promised to renew it. M 
said that, as one of the members of the e 
alluded to by the gentleman from Penns, 
he was in favor of granting his wish res 
these resolutions. Should 
Judiciary Committee, Mr. 


move, at the first meeting of the committ 


icy be sent 


ior one, 


they be discharged from the further consic 


of them. He was for gratifying the desir 


few here who acted with the ore ntleman from ie 
svivania, and who seemed to think that th: 
made some great and unheard-of discovery 
referenee to the naturalization laws. Let tiy 
have the nursing of this new and original tho 
of theirs, and present it when sufficiently oy 
to the action of the House. If the bantling 
sessed any peculiar and striking beauties, 
whole House and the whole country see them 
Let them show, if they were able, that the co 
of this country heretofore on the subject of nat 
ralization had been all wrong, and that the 

oht 
be suffered to vote until the infant born upon t 
day when he set his foot upon our shores was of 
are to vote at his side. In compliance With 
promise, Mr. R. renewed the call for the previ 
question. 

It was, however, again withdrawn, at the in- 
stance of— 

Mr. MACLAY, who said that he regretted to 
hear his colleague [Mr. Raruspun] express a w 
lineness to grant the reference, asked for by the 
eentleman from Pennsylvania, of this subject to a 
select committee. He (Mr. M.) hoped it would 
not be so referred. Why, scarcely a week | 
elapsed since they had subdivided that Tou 
different standing committees, composed of | 
tlemen selected with reference to their know! 
of the various subjects likely to come befor: 
House for its action, and to which it would 
appropriate to refer them. Now, they lost «! 
advantages of this arrangement—and they w 
many and great—if they suffered it to be broken 
in upon by these motions for references to s¢ 
committees. There might be—there were cases 
in which such committees were very properly de- 
manded, when there was a peculiarity in th 
ject, or some other necessity for a seleet commit- 


eigener who sought refuge among us ou 


‘tee. Where was the necessity in that case? ‘I 


resolutions referred to and asked for the modil 

ion of laws long established, well understood, 
and, from the very necessity of the case, frequents 
recurred to, discussed, and examined. Two yea 

aco, (said Mr. M.,) I would have willingly voted 
in my place here for the reference now demant 
This subject seemed to occupy such prominene 
in the public discussions of the country, that, 0 
of deference to that general interest, I shouid so 
have voted. But a great change has taken pl we 
since that period. The public judgment has been 
sronounced upon this subject. ‘This musera! 
Native American movement no longer exciies the 
regards of an intelligent community. They have 
ceased to feel any interest in it. It never exis ed 
in any strength, except in our large cities, 
could’ never stand the test of the healthy atm 

sphere of the country. My friend from Pe nnsy' 
vania [Mr. Levin] knows very well that this 
native party never had anything but a sort of aru- 
ficial vitality, and I know it is not in the power 0! 
any agitation here to galvanize it into life. Ni ’ 
sir; let the subject be referred to the standinz 
Committee on the Judiciary, where it propery 
belongs, and let that committee discharge ther 
whole duty to this House, and to this country, 
by giving to the subject a patient and detailed ¢ x: 
amination, and by presenting such conclusions & 
shall show the sheer absurdity of any change 10 
a system which has prevailed from the foundatio! 


a. 


t 











1845. 


Government, and of w! hich so 
of the prospe rity r of our country 

on else than a pepdine t. 
Mr. WINTHROP said that the question before 
» House related to a series of resolutions which 
hod had the honor to present, He could assure 
demen on all sides of the House that these 
-alutions did not originate in any factious 
., excite agitation on the subject. They were the 
soluti wns of the legislature of Massa chusetts 
‘hey did not undertake to point out any 
otne the naturalization laws of the country 
rhe “expressed no opinion whatever on that 
ster. But they were _aietigen on the idea 
in the opinion of a large majority of the 
of that ‘State, anil. as ca believed, of the 
le of the country, that some revisioi 1, some 
smendment of our naturalizs ition syste m, Was es- 
iially necessary to the preserve ation of our free 
The resolutions emanated from no 
. They were resolutions emanating, as 
i ady stated, from the legislature of Mas- 
husett . ‘The sentimenthad been expressed by 
utleman who had just sat down, that Native 
\ = anism was dead. He (Mr. W 
erbaps, be willing 
gentleman meant that Native Americanism, as 
{ ird } uty in the various localities in whic h it 
But if the gentleman 


iad orivinale 1, was dead. 
t that there have been no abuses—no gross 
S past, and 


por 


bsolutely 








a ere 
Cesire 


mode of 


ttinlioens. 







« 





-) might, 


vauds perpetrate din elections in time 
jal gTOSs frauds are not likely to be pe rpetrated 
elections in all time to come, unless we have a 
fori not our naturalization laws, then he (Mr. W.) 
ly disagree l with the eentleman. He did not 
know whether any member of that House had 
pains to examine the testimony furnished 
mother branch of the legislature, by a commit- 
wthorized to investigate this subject, and send 
rpersons and papers, and who transacted their 
iness chiefly by means of de positions taken by 
sons duly authorized in the various States. 
if they had not examined that doc ument, he 
ed and trusted that no member of the House 
vould move to lay the resolutions on the table, or 
mpt, in any way, to shut out this subject from 
ir and just examination, until he had at least 
cad and considered the plain evidence furnished 
gentlemen above all suspicion of any party 
ing—by members of the judicial system of the 
tes of New York, Louisiana, and Pennsylva- 
i—many of whom, so long as they were associ- 
L with any party, be longe d to that political 
' » largely in the majority in that House. 
The te since of these judges, able and venerable 
en, showed that frauds, cross frauds, had been 
perpetrated in various ¢ itie 3 of the United States, 
consequence of defects in the naturalization 
vstem, and pointing out themselves, in the most 
rect and unmistakeable terms, the remedy—alter- 
is of the system necessary to the m: untenance 
of the purity of the ballot-box. He had said more 
: n lie had intended. He wished merely to call 
“ attention of the House to the fact, that the reso- 
ms did not emanate from the member from 
| ; Pounsylvania, who was such an active and promi- 
: eat member of the third party. He wished to 
: | the attention of the House to the fact, thatthe 
a solutions were the solemn expressions of the 
ecislature of Massachusetts; that they spoke the 
oo eitiments of the whole people of Massachusetts— 


rertatnly of a large portion of them. He wished 


wen the 





~ 


oe probably the whole delegation of Massachusetts on 
=A that floor—not a very large delegation, indeed, but 
oe lie perhaps entitled to as much consideration as 
| any oa r—would cheerfully support the member 

“a m Peansylvania in any measure calculated to 
a ring g this subject fairly and fully before the candid 
bis a ration of that House and of the ¢ ountry. He 
rti- Oe chit that the reference to the Committee on the 
of vudiel nty wae appropriate; but as the member 

Jo, ‘om Pennsylvania desired its refe rence to a select 
iimittee, he (Mr. W.) would waive his motion, 


: give way to that introduced by the gentleman 
wa ‘rom Pennsylvania. 





ae Mr McDOWELL called for the reading of the 
aie Mr. Me ; and they were read accordingly. 

3 as , Mr. MeD. said that, from the remarks of the 
. in ceutleman, he had been led to suppose that these 
tion we olutions recommended something specific in re- 


‘on to our naturalization laws , and asked that 
pe anion of probation should be extended to 
y-one years—a change to which Mr. McD. 


Wwe 


to assent to that sentiment if 


rs io call the attention of the House to the fact, that | 


THE 


CONGRESSIONAL GLO] 
was utterly opposed; but, on 1] the 1 ue 
tions read, he d overed that t ino hn 
thine, but mere nt lay oft the | 
Vi th a vi \ t th m ! eu ul ul ; on he 
} iliot-box eo th he cert inty } 1 ) \ tro 
But if the object of the wentleman from P ° 
vania was to get up a political exci i 
House, and thereby send out l andi 
ment to a party which was taw iil - 
sicnificance, and seemed likely to die natural 


di ith, then he would vote to lay the re u 
on the table. He had, 
they should be referred to the 
mittee. 

He here renewed the motion for the pre 
question 


howeve r, nO oOpiection ft 


Judi lary Come 


ViOUS 


And the question being on the seconding the 
»q}] 
calli 


Mr. MeDGWELL said that, at the earnest re- 
quest of the gentleman trom Pennsylvania, and 
out of courte sy to that rentleman, he would with 
draw the motion if the gentleman would agree to 
renew it. 

Mr. DOUGLASS asked of the Chair whether 
it was in the power of a member to withdraw a 
eall for the previous question, on condition and by 
agreement with another, or 
drawal be lute and 
thought all these bareains in reference to the course 
of business to be wholly ij improper, 

The CHAIR decided that if the eall for the pre- 
vious question was withdrawn, it must be done 


must not his with- 
unconditional? Mr. D,. 


1 
apso. 


absolutely. 


publicly to state that he was not in favor 


| frauds had been practised ; 


| tised under 


| menced, and had heard but a part of it. 
| resentatives of the 


| were wrong in their views, 
| set them richt: 


| grounds for a further alteration. 


Mr. Me 
the eall. 

Mr. DARRAGH said he had particular reasons 
for desiring to say 
He should have 


as there were a laree number of pe rsons 


DOWELL was tnderstood to wit! 


hdraw 


a few words on this subje ct. 
pre ferre a to sitin a ule tness: but 
in his di s- 
trict who belonged politic ally to this third party 

he wished to set himself right to them in the vot he 
He ial vote in favor of referring 
the resolutions to a select committee, because he 
believed that if there was any subject that ought 
to so to a select committee it was this. The 
jects referred to the Judiciary Committee were 
usu lly those whi h had resp ct to partic ular laws 

but this subject had to do with what might be he 2 
nominated an elemental law, directly and vitally 
affecting the fundamental right of citizenship itself: 


should give. 


sub- 


| it touched the very formation of our Government, 


and therefore it was surely a fit subject for the con- 
sideration of a select committee. But though he 
would thus refer it, he was far from beine in favor 
of the project of altering our naturalization law 

He was against any change in those laws. He 
had examined them, and he took this opportunity 
of the 
He had no doubt that creat 
but could Congress 
the period of proba- 
If great frauds were prae- 
laws which required a ober of 
why would they not still be 


proposed restrictions, 


remedy them by extending 
tion for citizenship? 


five years, ictised 


| thouch the term should be extended bs tend ity-one 


years ? 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of New York, said he had 


not been in his seat when the present debate com- 


The rep- 
party were 
had been sent 


America 
but they 


Native 
here but a small handful, 


| here by a very respectable portion of the people of 


this Union, with the express view of bringing this 
naturalization question before the people. If they 
the House could e asily 
and if they were right, the House 
owed it to Justice and mag nanimity to allow them 
to be heard. This naturalization question was by 
no means a settled que stion in our policy V- ¥ he 
terms of naturalization had been changed four or 
five different times since the adoption of the Fede- 
ral Government; and when the time should come 


| that their views should have an opportunity of 


being heard through the report of a committee, 
and by means of their own speeches, he hoped 
they would be able to show that there were good 
Mr. C. said he 
yielded to no man in his favorable regard towards 
the oppressed foreigner who came to our shores 
seeking for his future home. God forbid that he 
should ever see this land any other than a home 
for the exile and for the oppressed ; but his attach- 


} 
| ment was nevertheless strong and deep to the peo- 
, ple born on his own native soil, and which 


had 


an 


ren ine country ¢ f his fathers before him. And 
he would not consent to confer benefits on any, if 
they must be at the expense and to the detriment 
i n ive born fellow ei ens \s 
laws now stood. the adented children of the coun- 

\ in the enjoyment of privileges not ae- 

Your OWN Citizens Tle should not, how- 

eve mpt to discuss the ceneral questi but 
he trusted that t Hon in its marnanimity, 
we Ino etu to him dh fnends the onno: 
{\ ‘ pnuttine them eCLY ly b Pore it a val 
before the country 

Mr WOODRUFF was understood to say t} t 
} did not intend to oecuny the attention " f the 
Hiouse by any lenethy remarks upon the subj 





hefore it. "The question h d assumed quite a dif 
fi it he had anticipated, and 
than he supposed would grow 


to recriminate, to retort, 


‘ent charaeter from wh 
caused more debate 
- oe Ly] 1A ‘ ’ 

i it. fie aid not rise 


} } 
or to pay back im such w 


seemly com as rentlemen 

d seen fit to deal out towards his colleaene sand 
himself; nor would he now enter into the merits 
or demerits of the question, as involved in its con- 


sideration. ltw 
arrived for such 


| 
s colleacues 


as not his opimion that the 
vetion on his 


floor. 


prope r 


} part, or 
that of hi 


=~ 
ihe ques 


up mn) thi 


tion had been sprung 


upon them un- 
expectedly, and he thanked the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Wivrnror] for reminding 


him that it originated in the Asse mbly of his 


own 
Commonwealth, by aset of resolutions prope rly 
presented for the consideration of this House 
What reasons could gentlemen possibly have for 
wishing to lay these resolutions on the table. as 


. 


1 = } 
in honorable gentleman moved two days since: or 


what good reason could centlemen have for opne- 
sine their reference to a select committee? Were 
not the resolutions respectful to this House? Did 
they not come from a dienified quinrte re Were 

they dictatorial? Of what was that Assembly con 

stituted? Of Whi gs? No, sir. Of Democrats or 
Native Americans Neither. This was ho party’ 
measure; It was a matter which had its orig rin Ith, 


and came from. the assembled wisdom of a free 
and severe ig mn State, and was conseque itlhy sus 
tained in s polities al effect by the voice of the 
whole Commonwealth of Massachusetts. It there- 
fore demanded the respectful, sober, and honest 
consideration of the House. 
Llow (continued Mr. W.) is this object to be at 
tained?) My honorable colleague proposes their 
reference to a select committee, and I shall vote for 
such a reference, because | it to be the 
most suitable way to cet this subje ct before the 
House. We are bound (said he) to look this nat- 
uralization que stion full in the face; the pe ople ex- 
ect It: it must be met. What are centlemen afraid 
I hold that, if there be in these resolutions any- 
thing which bespeaks danger, or puts in peril the 
institutions of the Jand, is the duty of gentle- 
men to meet it, and to adopt measures to counter- 
act it; but if there is the least reason to suppose 
there is anything in them which has a tende ney 
to support or perpetuate the institutions of these 
States, then most especially was it the duty of gen- 
tlemen in that House to refer them to aselect com- 
mittee, and thus allow the whole matter to come 
before them, the people, and the world. He hoped 
at some future period to have an opportunity to 
discuss the merits of the =e and should now 
vote for the reference to a select committee. 
Mr. PAYNE said that, as he understood gentle- 
men, the motion to refer the se resolutions to the 
Judici a Committee was objected to for two rea- 
sons: first, because such a proceeding would not 
be respe poke to the Massachusetts Legislature; 
and, second, because the effect of such reference 
would inevitab ly be to strangle all investigation on 
the subject-matter of the resol lutions. Now, asto 
the first of these objections, it was an old ery in 
that House. Searce anyt hinge could be prese nted 
from that quarter and acted on in this House, buz 
straight the House was met by this ery of disre- 
spect to Massachusetts. What! Was it disre- 
spectful to refer these resolutions of the Massa- 
chusetts Legislature to the very first of all the 
standine committees in the House? To a com- 
mittee presumed to be distinguished for its learn- 
ing, and especially for its legal attainments? If this 
vas a disre spectful course, he rez ally did not knew 
what might not be regarded as disrespect to her. 
The second objection assumed, that if the Judicis 
ry Committee ever got its hands on these joa. 
tions, they would strangle them. This was a di- 


believe 
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rect imputation o committee, lon Ue - 
tlemen who composed it. 

Mr. LEVIN er l ve to expini ] 
the floor havu ; l elded to | i tor il 
p , ibe nu wet 0 rom havi mtended to 
make tue s ite i tron oon i i f 
i cout ce ne « ri } to wu tl mit 
prea ) ‘ ' In what he ha Aas 
to the prospect of | j iutions being stranged, 
he had referred soleiy to the previous ; ion of the 
Jud i (‘ommittee at the last Co re ti 
had but followed the usual course of judging of 
the future from the past. 

Vr. PAYNE said that his remaa had not been 
intended to apply particularly to that gentleman, 
but » the t | tenor of i 0} ry ’ by 
which the proposed reteren to the Judiciay 
Committee had been « It had een re 
peated ud, t tif they tot omm 
they would b iothered \ would | - 
pre ed \ mod i i it ic comm - 
I yn, and it reo the i\ yuld bye) 
be ins ted fo yt \ a di 
and disgraceful imputation on the Judiciary C 
niifttee, It was th ounaen ul of tl c ins 
te to vive to any and every wD ct) err a to ' 
a dans eVambintion, ary I ‘ ma ) 
him Iftod putot ut. af ft ; yeet suoU 1 be Stile 
mitted to them, they wou veita full and & 
and ample iny { ion, i 1 would report rd- 
Ing! 

Mr. P. would not be justified in referring to t) 
motives of ventiemen, but it looked to him very 
much as if some other apprehension was in tlie 
minds of the opponents of this reference. The 
knew that that committee had been well organized 
—that it consisted of able men, and men well ac- 


quainted with the naturalization laws ; and it seem- 
ed at least possible that they might apprehend at 
their hands a report not ex ctly such as these ren- 
tlemen might desire, and hence the strenuous 
character of their opposition. 

Mr. P. considered this as the first step—as the 
beginning—of a new organization of a faction in 
the country ‘The country had seen such factions 
arise before, and he was very unwilling for one 
that the floor of that House should be converted 
into an arena to provide political and factious ex- 
citement for the country. A few years since they 
h ul witnessed the organization of the celebrated 
anui-masonic party, Which very soon assumed a 
temporary Importance in our political affairs, and 
it Was soon sought to be transferred to one of the 
great political parties which divided the country. 
There was another faction, in which certain mem- 
bers from Olio had taken a distinguished part, 
which perhaps had agitated the House and the 
nation more than any other; and now we were to 
have still another, and the country was to be agt- 
tated by a Native American faction, and this, like 
the rest, would eventually be transferred to one or 
other seale of the great p titical balance which 
swayed the destiny of the cou try. 

Mr. MeDOWELL inquired to what faction the 
centioman referred in which gentlemen from Ohio 
had ficured so largely? 

Mr. PAYNE replied that he had reference to the 
faction of the abolitionists. Whether the centle- 
man belonged to that faction or not he did not 
know. Perhaps, however, he might have done 
some injustice to his honorable friend froin Ohio, 
and he was told by some of those around him that 
he had done very great injustice: if so, he would 
cheerfully withdraw the remarks he had made. 
But he must repeat that he was utterly unwilling 
that the Congress of the United States should be 
made the arena for the gettung up of a new faction; 
and he was induced to believe that something of 
the sort was intended in the present movement. 
If it was, he was utterly opposed to it. 

Mr. GIDDINGS here called Mr. Payne to order. 
[A laugh. ] 

The CHAIR askine Mr. Gippines to state his 
point of order— 

Mr. GIDDINGS said that this was merely a 
motion of reference, and it was out of order to dis- 
cuss th He therefore 
called the gentleman to order for irrelevancy. 

{This is believed to have been the substance of 
What Mr. Giuovrwes said; but, owing to his rela- 
tive position in the House, and the interposition of 


} } 1 


merits on such a motion. 


i ee ¥ 
the Clerk's table, with all i business, scarce a 


word he utters can be distinctly heard at the Re- 


; 
porter's seat. ] 








iti CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The CHAIR observed that Mr. P. was certainly 
wandering from the question of reference; and hav- 
ing been pronounced out of order, could not pro- 
ceed without leave of the [louse 


A motion being made for leave, it was carried 
nen. con, 

Mr. PAYNE, in resuming, said there were some 
iat Fiouse whom he thought of when en- 

discussions; but there were others 

whom he never knew or noticed. 

Mr. GIDDINGS called Mr. Payne to order. 

The CHAIR admonished him that personalities 
were not in order; and if he mtended his remark 
to any member of the House, he was 


tli Hh oil 


as personal 
out of order 
Mr. PAYNE resumed. He could not but think 
erved on this occasion there 
was an intention to agitate the country; and he 
thought he pereeived in the preseat movement a 
“hostility to foreign immigrants, and to the 

vn of the right of suffrage; and the 


exercise by them of the rig 
ob t scemed to de tlie prohibition of such an eX- 


' } ' 1 
' tim wv at he obs 


ercise of it in fature, or at least the huposition of 
would render its exercise im- 


UC restrictions as 


POSSE, if ul Was Line "t al object, he was Gi- 
rect!y opposed to it. it was contended that the 
exercise of this right by foreigners was dangerous 


Wherefore? Could not 


to our own population. 
- 7 ° ’ , , 
ifered under the des- 


d personally si 


ims of the Old World draw for themselves the 


between those Governments and this? 
Sad would they be indisnosed to maintain the 
liberties of this country? And, above all, was it 
proper in us, who owed so much to foreign aid in 


our own struegles for hberty—— 

WOODRUFE here interposed, and called 
ir. Payne to order for irrelevancy. The ques- 
tion was on reference, and the gentleman must di- 
rect his remarks to that object. After a brief in- 
W. consented to withdraw his 


terruption, Mr. 
call to order. 

Mr. PAYNE said he must give his reasons why, 
in his opinion, the reference asked for by the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Levin] ought not 
tobe granted And on questions of this kind some 
latitude should be allowed. He would again, 
therefore, ask, whether it was right In us, who 
owed so much to foreign aid in the hour of our 
strugele, now that we had got all that we desired 
and fought for, to refuse to have the same degree 
of liberty extended tothe very persons who had 
thus aided us, merely to gratify the discontent, 
and suspicions, and heartburnings, of a small po- 
litical faction? Let eentlemen revert to our revo- 
lutionary history. Was the Speaker very sure 
that he should have been sitting this day where he 
now did, but for the assistance extended to us by 
France? Let gentlemen lift their eyes to that por- 
trait which hung on the left of the Chair, [the 
picture of Lafayette,] and let them call to mind 
the services of that generous and gallant man. 

Mr. WOODRUFF here again called Mr. P. to 
order for irrelevancy. 

The CHAIR decided that, in strict Parliamen- 
tary law, when a motion for reference was made, 
the discussion must be confined to that naked 
question; but the Parliamentary practice had been 
otherwise; and a motion to refer had usually been 
considered as opening the whole subject to debate. 
The gentleman from Alabama would proceed. 

Mr. PAYNE said that he hoped that this ex- 
treme sensitiveness of gentlemen would now be at 
an end. Could it be that they were afraid of dis- 
cussion? 

Mr. WOODRUFF said not, if he was permitted 
to re ply. 

Mr. PAYNE said he did not yield the floor. 
When interrupted, he had been referring to those 
foreigners who had aided us so gloriously and so 
efficiently in our own dark and cloudy day; and 
he would now go onto ask gentlemen, if to the 
illustrious dead it was ever permitted to revisit the 
scenes of their own great actions, and the spirit of 
that noble foreigner could now look down from 
his high and peaceful abode on what was passing 


in thet Hall, and in this land, what would be his | 


feelings at beholdinge the country for which he had 
risked everything, gravely deliberating about a 


resolution the object of which was to prevent his 


own countrymen from participating in the very | 
liberties he had himsclf helped to achieve? Mr. | 


P. knew not what others might feel, but for one 
he must, with all his powers, forever resist the dis- 
franchisement of the honest foreigner who should 


Dec. 17. 


seek an asylum from oppression in this Jay. 


freed mM. 


lor these reasons, Mr. P. should vote ¢ 


All 


or re 


ring the resolutions to the Committee oy 1) 


diciary. 


If any defect existed in the naturalize: 
laws, that commitiee would point it out, and 


ds 


fest the appropriate remedy, without referene, 


the unjust prejudices which were too widely 
dulged against th: 


at much-abused race of men’s 


applied for a participation in our political , 
pi 


lea 8. 
committee would 
refused, and that 
a merited rebuke 
ject merely with 


He trusted that the motion for 


a Sele 
be promptly and emphatic 
the House would thus miy 
to those who agitated this 
aview to produce exeitey 


ie 


and to accomplish the disfranchisement of ),,, 


who sought the shores of our country from a 


inherent love of liberty. 


Mr. DILLING 


tHAM was in favor of the yer 


ence of the resolutions to the Committee oy ; 


Judiciary. The 


rentleman from Massac}) 


{[Mr. Winturop} had moved this reference of 
own accord at the time he presented the yes 


tions, and, from what he had since said, My. 
inferred that he was of the same opinion stil! 


Mr. WINTHI 


LOP here rose to exvlain. j 


had indeed se moved, but he had waived his 
tion to accommodate the wishes of the ventiey 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Levin,] who desi; 
select committee; and Mr. W. should vor 
that gentleman’s motion first; but if it did not py. 


vail, should then 
cary Committee. 


vote for a reference to the Ji 


J Uae 


Mr. DILLINGHAM resumed. It was 1 
that the gentleman thought the Judiciary Comyi:- 
tee the proper reference; but the gentleman fro 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Levin] having asked for 


select committee, 


his friend from Massachus 


most readily deferred to his request, and relio- 


quished his own 


motion. Mr. D. had felt s: 


surprise at the readiness with which the gen 


man from Massachusetts did this. 


charged, indeed, 


It had bee 
that the Whig party, to wh 


that gentleman belonged, did stand in just suel) 
relation to the party of Native Americans: bu: 
had really not expected that gentlemen repress 
ing the two parties should thus have stood chy 
by jowl, and thus play off into each other’s hand 
The identity of the two parties was thus rendere! 


/ too obvious. 


Mr. WINTHROP, with some indignation 
manner, denied everything like collusion in the mo- 


tions which had been made. 


The seat of the ve 


tleman from Pennsylvania was next to his o\ 
they had not placed themselves ‘* cheek by jow!,” 
and he hoped the gentleman would withdraw | 
allusion he had made. 

Mr. DILLINGHAM said he had merely al 
ded to what appeared publicly before the House; 
and it was certainly far from his intention to ¢ 
the slightest injustice to either of the gentleme 
The question was, whether the resolutions sho 
go to the Committee on the Judiciary, or to 


select committee; ' 
| tify his approbation of a remark which had 


and Mr.-D. here wished to : 


from one of the gentlemen from Pennsylva 

[Mr. Darracu,] who had reminded the How 
that this was no narrow personal or seclio\ 
question, but that it was a sort of birthright qué 


tion, 
mark, 
it reached every 


It was a question as broad as the Uni 


Mr. D. fully agreed in the spirit of that! 


s 


town and every hamlet; and, 


the Judiciary Committee was composed of mi 


bers drawn from 


various sections of the Union, *¢ 


thought a question so broad in its character 


consequences naturally referred itself to a con 


mittee so constituted, rather than to a select © 


mittee. 
committee, 


But the gentlemen must have a spec4 
And why? 


In order that this s 


ject might be put under the charge of its ow? | 
culiar friends; that the child might be put to 
with those who would take tender care 0! 


From the United 


one of them, came from one or other " 
large cities. Now, he would axk this whole House, 


° a nl ate 
| Now, whence did these tender friends all « 


States at large? No; they,® 


, 
of 


and the gentleman from Pennsylvania in his 
[Mr. Levis] in particular, whether a subjer 


this magnitude ought to be taken from the appr 


priate standing committee, and assigned 


to 


drawn from two or three cities only, or, 


utmost, consistin 


g of gentlemen in conneXxi' 


mW! 


a small party which had its origin and founcal 


| in those cities? 


He trusted that the House wet 











»ot by such an act put on record a public expres- 
on of a want of confidence in one of its own 
standing committees. aa 

~ Mr. SIMMS, of Missouri, said he was one of 
those who thought that there lived in the bosoms 
of the American people such a thing as the love of 
‘astice, and that it had its place in the members of 
‘that House, and in the Committee on the Judi- 
eiary: and when he heard gentlemen crying out 
for justice, and asking that a subject in which they 
felt peculiar interest might be treated well, and 
not sent where it would be strangled, he asked 
himself, and he was disposed to ask those gentle- 
men, how a subject could be treated better than 
by its reference to a committee which might be 
yanked as the third in that House and in this 
Union? The Constitution divided the departments 
of this Government into those of the Executive, 
the Legislative, and the Judicial. Now, when a 
subject was proposed to be sent to the standing 
committee on the Judiciary, why were not gentle- 
men content? It was the history of all delibera- 
tive bodies that such a committee was usually de- 
sired as had a majority of its members in favor of 
the measure to be referred: hence, it seemed to be 
wished that these resolutions should go to a com- 
mittee selected from the cities of Philadelphia, 
New York, or St. Louis; but he thought they 
ought to be referred to the Judiciary Committee. 
When the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Payne} 
had been called to order, he was pointing the eye 
of the House to the portrait of Lafayette; and 
while he made his eloquent appeal, Mr. 8S. felt 
within him emotions whick he hoped to carry to 
his grave, and which he would desire to impart to 
the hearts of his children. It was that impulse 
which he trusted would ever prepare him to meet 
the poor exile from Erin, or the oppressed Po- 
lander, who fled from the despotism of the Old 
World, asa brother in the New. In the city of 
St. Louis, and all along the banks of the Missis- 
sippi and the Missouri rivers, hundreds upon hun- 
dreds of such foreigners were locating themselves 
daily; and Mr. S. desired it should be distinctly 
understood by them all, and by all in the like cir- 
cumstances, that the motto of our country was 
this: “A home for the exile.’? He hoped that 
our Government would ever act in the spirit of 
that motto. He trusted the resolutions would go 
to the Judiciary Committee, and that they would 
give to them a prompt, strict, and impartial con- 
sideration; and that if there remained anything 
which ought to be done to improve and pertect 
our naturalization laws, they would not withhold 
it from the country. Mr. S. should not have 
troubled the House with these remarks, but rep- 
resenting, as he did in part, the interests and feel- 
ings of the people of the West, he felt it his duty 


to say that they, and that he as their representa- | 


tive, desired that the banks of our great rivers, and 


the inclining slopes of our great Western valley, | 


might ever be thrown open as a home for the 
exiles of all nations. z 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, thought 


that these resolutions were much misunderstood. | 
They did indeed complain that faults were to be | 
found in our naturalization laws as they at present | 


existed; but they did not propose any restriction 


as to the grant of the right of citizenship, and | 


therefore the question of election frauds would not 
be in the hands of the committee. The remedy of 
frauds was not the peculiar province of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania; it was a duty which be- 
longed to the whole House ; and what committee 
so proper as that on the Judiciary, to take that 
subject under its care? Did this House want a 
select committee, appointed to be on the watch 


against frauds at elections? He thought not. Gen- | 


tlemen had mistook the object of the petition. If 
any had supposed that Pennsylvania was desirous 
that the term of naturalization should be further 
limited, they greatly mistook the people of Penn- 


Sylvania. "They had no wish that a warning | 


should be set up for the eyes of foreigners, declar- 
ing to them, * This shall never be your home.” 


She 
herself experienced from noble and gvnerous- 


who asked that the term of @foreigner’s probation 
should be extended to twenty-one years, or to 


remembered too warmly the benefits she had || their designs was exposed to view, the faction 


| would die. 
hearted foreigners in days gone by. Gentlemen || 


end to. ‘The Native American party had had its 
birth in a storm, in the midst of one of the most 
wretched and disgraceful scenes which had ever 
been witnessed in the city of Philadelphia. Would 
that so infamous a transaction could forever be 
effaced from the records of the State! Was this 
party actuated by a mere regard to the purity of 
the ballot-Lox, or by a very different conside ration? 
They saw many smali posts throughout the cities 
of this country held by strangers, and the sight 
was hateful and obnoxious to men who thoucht 
that none hada right to such stations but those 
who had been born here. Their feelines certainly 
were very philanthropic. Mr. T. made no such 


| charge upon them, but merely had reference to 


Lis . . ° ° ° j 
their lifetime, must have got that impression in | 


Some remote and obscure corner of the State. | 


> , sur - s 
Pennsylvania asked for no such change; but she 


did wish that frauds at elections should be put an 
* 


what the newspapers everywhere declared. That 
our naturalized citizens had in many cases been 
euilty of fraud he could not doubt; but to say that 
they alone had been guilty of such frauds, he had 
been going to say was an absurdity. Mr. T. al- 
luded to one election which had taken place in 
Philadelphia, which might out-brag all the frauds 
perpetrated in the Union, insomuch that it had 
brought about a war in Pennsylvania, and the mili- 
tary were called out to restore order. Mr. T. was 
opposed to any select committee to nurse these re- 
solutions, because the object sought was one which 
belonged to the whole House. 

Mr. HOGE, thinking the debate had been ex- 
tended quite far enough, and being anxious that 
the House should go on to business, moved the 
previous que stion. 

Mr. LEVIN entreated him to withdraw his 
motion. Was he not to be allowed the poor privi- 
lege of a reply? 

Mr. HOGE said he would withdraw, if thereby 
he could ensure to that gentleman the possession 
of the floor; but as this was impossible, he must 
insist upon the eall. 

Mr. GIDDINGS also requested Mr. Hoce to 
withdraw his motion; but that gentleman re- 
fusine— 

The CHAIR put the inquiry, Is the call for the 
previous question seconded by the House? 

On this question the yeas and nays were de- 
manded, but refused; and the question being put, 
the call for the previous question was not sus- 
tained. 

Mr. YANCEY sought merely to state some 
reasons why he should support the motion of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania for a select com- 
mittee. He believed it had ever been the Parlia- 
mentary practice to refer a matter, if at all, to its 
friends, in order that a fair hearing might be had 
of the reasons in its favor. Now, the House had 
heard a declaration from the chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee, [Mr. Ratusun,] that if the 
subject was referred to his committee, he should, 
at its very first meeting, ask to be discharged from 


the further consideration of the resolution; and | 


Mr. Y. believed that a large majority of the mem- 
bers of that committee would respond to the spirit 
of that remark. In fact, it could scarcely be other- 
wise; it was almost in the nature of things; and, 
under these circumstances, the resolutions could 
scarcely obtain a fair hearing. Mr. Y. was in 
favor of affording a full and fair opportunity to 
have the facts stated on which these resolutions 
were founded. It was a question of citizenship, 
and he would not cut off any evidence in regard to 
it. While all his personal sympathies were in 
favor of throwing wide the doors to this our fair 
temple of freedom, and giving to all the freest ac- 
cess to worship at her altars—while he fully agreed 
with gentlemen in the desire to see this land the 
home of the free and the refuge of the exile, he 
was not disposed to deny to a respectable portion 
of his fellow-citizens the fairest opportunity of 
yresenting their views on a vast national subject. 
Che fewer they were in point of numbers, the 
more they were entitled to the magnanimity of the 
House. It had been said that they were a faction, 
or were about to become a faction; if so, let them 
come out with their doctrines before this House 
and the nation, and when the factious nature of 


But to refuse them a common cour- 
tesy—to afford them the opportunity of saying, 
that on this representative door foreign influence 
prevailed against native, would only be vainly to 
seek to smother a flame which would break out 
with the greater violence. Mr. Y. was willing to 
hear them. What did they ask? What was it 


they professed to seek? The purity of the ballot- | 
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| box—the preservation of the very palladium of 


liberty. They asked that this might be preserved 
sacred and imtact. Was this an unreasonable 
request? These resolutions did not undertake to 


| point out any instructions in the grant of cituzen- 


ship, or any extension of the period of probation. 
However, Mr. Y. was not going into the merits 
of the question. What he desired was a report, 
so that the House might meet the question fairly 
and debate it without trammels. 

Mr. Y. here made some eloquent allusions to 
the two portraits of Lafayette and of Washington, 
the one presenting a stranger whose name must 
ever be redolent of individual ¢lory—the other the 
Father of his Country, who could look upon that 
illustrious foreigner without an emotion of jeal- 
ousy, and take him to his boson as a son. He 
also referred to the names of Pulaski and Koscius- 


ko; but how he connected these references with his 


previous remarks the confusion in the Elouse ren- 
dered the reporter unable to hear. 
Mr. OWEN said: I believe I shall not be sus- 


pected of Native Americanism, and yet I shall vote 


with my friend from Alabama [Mr. Yancey] for 


| the reference of the subject before us not to the Ju- 


diciary, but to a seleet committee. 

The few and the feeble, to my thinking, are es- 
pecially entitled to courtesy and a fair hearing. 
And the advocates of Native Americanism on this 
floor are, in an eminent degree, few and feeble. | 
speak of their numbers, and would not prejudge 
the talent which they may be able to brine in aid 
of their peculiar views. “In number they are few, 


| in power of votes feeble; and to such, when they 


ask a hearing, the powerful should grant it. The 
strong ean afford to be generous. 


ry , . . 
I'o look at the matter in its business aspect, we 


| . , . . . 
should refer to the fact, (as T understand it from 


| should be made; I much desire to sce it. 


the Chairman of the Judiciary Committee,) that not 
a single individual of the so-called ‘“* Natives’? has 
a seat on that committee. There cannot be, on the 
subject, then, from that committee, even a minority 
report. But [Tam not only willing such a report 

When, 
in my own district, I have spoken on this matter; 
when IT have reminded my constituents that under 


the administration of Washington the term of pro- 


bation for foreigners was five years: that under the 
elder Adams the term was extended to fourteen; 
and that, under the succeeding administration, one 
of the earliest acts of Congress, following up the 
suggestion contained in the first annual message 
of Thomas Jefferson, was to restore the law as it 


stood in Washineton’s time, and as it has since 


stood even to this day; when to these reminiscen- 
ces I have added the assertion that the ** Natives”? 


_of our day desire to go far beyond even the term of 
| probation established by the same Congress that 
| passed the alien and sedition laws, and deny toa 


foreigner the rights of a ¢« 


izen until twenty-one 
years had passed from the 


a 
day of his emigration; 


| when to my fellow-citizens of Indiana I have stated 


| this, how have | been met? 


sy defence of such 
principles? No, but by demial of them—by denial 
that such are, in point of fact, the doctrines of the 


| Native party. 


Now, sir, either these are Native principles, or 
they are not. If they are not, in justice to those 
who are said to hold them, they ought to have an 
opportunity of disclaimer. But if they are in very 
deed the principles that party seeks to put in prac- 


| tice, then I desire to have the fact duly certified 


from under their own hands. It will do more, in 


| my State, to put them down, than volumes of argu- 


ment can effect. 

For these reasons, and for that other more gen- 
eral reason, that there are a hundred matters which 
are worth discussing for every one which it is 

roper to adopt, I shall vote for a reference to a se- 
feet committee. Itis a very old and often quoted 
sentiment—worn out, if important truth can ever 
wear out—that “ Error of opinion ceases to be dan- 
gerous, when reason is left free to combat it.”’ 

Mr. GILES, of Maryland, after alluding to his 


| own position as representing one of the large cities 
of the Union, (Baltimore,) and stating his under- 


standing to be that the whole subject was open for 
debate, professed himself ready to meet it on the 
threshold. If this was a mere question of fraud on 


| the ballot-box, he should have no objection to give 


it any reference which gentlemen desired; but it 
was more—it not only referred to frauds at elec- 


| tions, but it carried with it an imputation on the 


naturalized citizens of the land. This was what 
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‘ 


hie sought to refute and to re pe l. The resolutions 
KI ke of fraud perpetrated under the naturalization 
laws, thereby limuline the inquiry not to frand 
committed by our citizens at larg , but those per- 
vetrated by foreigners alone. Mr. G. was oppose d 
on the threshold to any action of this House which 
went to strenethen TT mh an amy utation, and he 
would vote for no reference which should have 
guch an eff "This question about naturalization 
had been much mooted in our large cities on the 
Atlantic, and the party had sought to obtain a foot- 
hold in Baltimore, but it had met with a si: 
bul e in that city, whi *h ive craves t 


and monuments to its defenders. ¥ 


nal re=- 
» Its Invaders 

s, it had the 
been effectually rebuked by the might and majori- 
ty of the ballot-box, and it never would be heard 
of acain. 


Mr. G. had another rea 


t 






son for opposine a refer- 


ence to a select committee. There was no nation 
on this earth which owed so much to immicration 
as this land in which it w our proud fortune to 
dweji, Two centuries aro it was the home of the 
prowyne § vavce ; but what was it to-day ? The 
ride of nations. Here was enjoyed the purest 
tberty which the earth had ever scen, an | ours Was 
ae tined to be the ereatest Government the world 
had ever witnessed, if we were but true to our- 
selveg and true to our position. Vhat was the 


exte nt of our territory this day ? it Til rht Vitn 
truth be answered— 


‘The broad Pacific chafes our strand; 
*“ We hear the wild Atiantie roar.” 

Oyrs—yes, ours—was the fairest inheritance 
whieh a bounteous Providence had ever vouch- 
gafed to man. And to what did we owe it? ‘To 
Immigration, Every nation of Murope had sent 
hey tribute to our hores: and still they eame, and 
still the wave 1 onward, till all our valleys and 
Our m Wtam ide were filled w th their hun 
aid growing in wealth with the labor of t 
hand . On this Government e eyes of the doy - 
tren len nation of ure were fixed Wi h admir- 
wie raze, and they wer } part rin thou ids to 
translate themselves to a land o pro flowl 
with milk and ho And Ws e \ bout 
to pre ent to the } ni ltit if tne sj el 
of an American Con civi its sanction to 
measures Which looked to | ystem of law 
intended to prevent heir yoymient of the blessin 
of our liberty? Were we prepare ! to tell them 
that we were unwillin mw to receive to a par icl- 
pation that libertv those whose stout arms and 
tri hearts h l cor to our rescue in the day that 
tried m ° souls? Now, whi hwe were in the full 
enjoyment of the fruits of their toil and blood; now, 
ul at we no longer nec ded the services of a Lafay - 
cette, or a Keosctusko, or a Pulaski; now should w 
say to their countrymen, we will no longer permit 
you to share the lom which they helped to se- 
cure ? Hy trusted not. 

There was another aspect of this subject These 
r lutions were but the incipient stage of a great 
micasure. Vhat did the \ look to? \ change in 
pinata St law extending the term of pro- 
bation to twenty-one years. li had been urped ¢ 
one of the ereatest objections against countries of 
the Old World that they contaimed large masses of 
people who had no interest in the Government 


Yet gentlemen were going to bring here among us 
this very evil. They wanted keep a stranger 
twenty-one years among us before he could be 
n turali nA d. ; Re fore th: ul pe ri rd should have eX- 
pired there would be in the country from two to 
three millions of foreigners without direct interest 
or participation in the Government, Did the Na- 
tive Americans wish to see such a state of things? 
In the uncertain state of our national affairs, could 
nlightened patriot wish to witness it, 
Impossible; every patriot 


my truck and « 
much less to produce it? 
must de precate it, 

sons Mr. G. felt himself constrained 
to vote for a reference of the resolut ions to the 
Any general inquiry into 
abuses of the ballot-box he was ready to go for; 
but why the invidious - stincuon between thos¢ 

. } 


who were citizens b 'y ‘ident and those who had 
cut loose from all the ties ae home, from the tender 


For these 1 re 


Judi wry Committee. 


associations of the fireside and of the graves of 


mils of the 
ht east their lot with us? If 
any discrimination was made in the inquiry, surely 
it ought rather to be in favor of the latte fe bu 


t 
Justi c should evel pose he r scale Vv. it] i bandag red 


their ancestors, and had braved the | 


ocean, that they mi 


eyes; and, in reference to this great question, be- 


fore the universe he would have the ; 
country pure as heaven, lasting as time. 
Mr. BAKER observed that, as this seemed 
rather to be archearsal than a performance, it might 
yx rhaps be as proper that he should take a part in 
it as well as any other gentleman. [A laugh.] 
Ile was in favor of a select cominittee, and he 
y offer his reasons. And, first, he 
would ask, whet possible harm could such a refer- 





ence do? Who was going to be injured by it? 
The yur e of these re solution $ was ( ithe r right 
or wrong. If they were right, !et us know it; and 
even if they were wrong, they would, as had justly 
been observed, be practi cally harmless, so lone as 


truth was free to combat them. tie knew that, as 
a general thing, the rule of the House forbade the 
reference of subjects to select committees, unless 
thought that, 
as well in the manner of presentation as in the sub- 
ject itself, there was something which entitled these 
resolutions to more than ordinary respect. Mr. 
B. had heard some sneers directed against the 
State of Massachusetts; but he had heard no com- 
plaints of this from any of her sons; but ought 
this calmness to expose her resolutions to be treated 
if there was any member of our 
National Confederacy to which Mr. B. was ready 
to Hsten with more profound reverence than to 
another, it was that anetent Commonwealth of 
Why should she be sneered at 
iutions like these? What was 
it she asked? That any stigma should be fixed 
No such thine: but she sin uply 
announced that frauds had been perpetrated under 

our naturalization laws, and mvited the delibera- 
and action of Congress on that subject. She 
said that he considered this 


under peculiar circumstances; but he 


with disre ect? 


reat, yes, of Infinite concern to the nation. The 
s had been tram- 
who were aliens from our blood. 
believe that all which had 
en said on that subject was true; but he was for 


Yr 


richts of our native born citizen: 
led on by the 
He did not, indeed, 
allowing those who made this affirmation a fair 
hearing. They said that they sould prove the 
facts, and he rejoiced that they had presented thei: 


request to do so under the dignified sanction of the 
State of Mi 





sachusetts. 


Certain gentlemen on one side of the House 


emed to exult in the belief that the Native Amer- 
ican party had been forever destroyed. Now, Mr. 
§. was no member of that party, and there were 
mnprrente re sons why he, of all living men, 

iid not be numbered in their ranks. Still he 
sad lL scares Acs: that want of good taste and 
good feeling which was manifested by this triumph 
over a dead enemy. The gentlemen seemed to 
boast, like Alexander in his wine— 

** And thrice they routed all their foes, 
* And thrice they slew the slain.” 

If the party was dead, vas it dignified to insult 
it in its downfall; ay, and even to refuse a commit- 
tee who micht eee a funeral oration over 
the body? For one, he was glad of the opportu- 
nity of giving i vote in favor of a select com- 
mittee. There were but six } 





Native Americans on 
that floor, and when before had a serious question 
been made about extending a 1 
courtesy to men who represented so large and re- 
spectable a Pp wtion of our fe llow-citize ns? The 
subject contained in this petition had been referred 
to the Judiciary Committee of the last Congress; 


So at lea: { he be lie ve d. 
Mr. WOODRUFF confirmed that statement. 
Mr. BAKER would ask the gentleman from 

Pennsylvania in his eye, [Mr. J. R. Ingersou,} 

what had in that case been the action of the Ju- 

di : ar V Committee ? 

J. R. INGERSOLL said that, according to 
collection, a bill had been reported, but un- 
accompanied by a written report, but it had never 
been acted on. 

Mr. BRODELEAD begged leave to correct this 
statement. A re port had been drawn up at length 
by the chairman of the committec, and laid before 
the House < 

Mr. BAKER resumed. 


had been done. 


ire rec 


This, then, was all that 
l'rom the manner in which the 


m3 ry of a 


matter as one of 


ordinary act of 


subject had then been treated, from the obvious | 


bias which had been manifested by that commit- 
tee, was it to be supposed that the six Native Ame- 
ricans here would have a fair opportunity of ex- 


posing ( 


lt seemed to be supposed that these resolutions 


as the gentleman from Maryland said) to | 
| the universe the evil of which they complaine ad? 


' sibilities, that he could not possibly refrain fi 


| with admiration of a Lafayette; 
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were intended to influence the ns and the na 
tion to impose greater restrictions on the r 
naturalization; but was there anything in 
olutions which said so? Or was there 
in the character of the Massachusetts [. 
to Oe ets 1orvity 
that le ois lature were Ww! higs: was it suppo ed 
rentlemen that the Whig party would 
apoee by whom the y had fallen from yp 

with whom they openly denied all connex; 
The idea wi is absurd, The resolutions a 
no such thing; they merely stated the fret 
frauds had been committed, and all kney 
there were among us those who, for s¢ lish end 
were ready to pander to fraud. No chars: 
made against the foreigner any more than a: 
the native citizen. And where was the man yy! 
would say that such frauds ought not forever 
prevented? 

There seemed amone some gentlemen to ly 
disposition to pronounce eulogies en the fo; 
population which was here and which w 
come here. These eulogiums were very } 
indeed, and on some occasions mieht have | 
very appropriate. He had listened with cd 
to the e loquent reference made by certain 
men to portri uits in the Hall: but . this would 
have done just as well, and possibly a little better, 
on a former occasion. Yes, he well remembered 
how his own heart had thrilled and elowed 
the accents of the living Lafhyette had been h 
upon that floor, and when he had been addy 
by the exalted statesman who had then filled 
chair, [Mr. Cray.] He would ask cent 
whether they had ever heard, or ever exix 
hear, a tribute to the patriotism and virtue of 
illustrious foreigner equal to that then give 
soul-subduing strains from lips whose utter 
resembled that of the elder gods? And \ 
American people to be told by gentlemen h 
their servants, that they were forgetful ot 
benefits? No; they were not forgetful. Well 
they know, deeply did they feel, what they oy 
to the glorious band who had rendered them. And 
this was but the greater reason why the 1 
sacred of all their rights should not be trifled with 
and trampled on. He hoped the resolutions woul! 
vo to a select committee, 

Mr. CHIPMAN then succeeded in obtaini 
the floor. He wasa young member. W! 
question had been broached that day, he had 
solved to keep his seat, and to aw it to] 
without offering a solitary remark. And he should 
probably have remained silent, had not the rema 
of the gentleman from HHinois so affected his sen- 


fy 
anyi 


such a conclusion? The maj 





expressing his sentiments. If he rightly under- 
stood the question, it was as epen and broad as 
the interests of the republic—as broad and expan- 
sive as the Union, in the language of a 
on the other side; and, therefore, required spec! 
reference. Hecould not but recard = as anovi 
positiop. He considered that the right 
ings of the poorest emigrant from abroad were 
entitled to as much consideration as any, howe; 

much exalted by mighty deeds. That man—il 

son of the Emerald Isle—who had severed al] thos 
ties which had bound him to that beloved home, 


oe ntleman 


| amid whose valleys he had wandere d in his youth, 


and where his young lips were first taught to lisp 
the name of God,—when he came to this land was 
as much entitled to regard and as worthy of es- 
teem as the greatest hero, with his laurels— 


« Blood-bought, and watered with the widow’s tears 


Some gentlemen had appeared ready to bi arst 
but he (Mr. C.) 
would take them to the wharf at Philade Iphis aes 
there suppose them meeting the poor son ot Erin 
There they would discover that his first, his only 

jaculation, on setting his foot wpon the shores ¢ , 
this free land, would be a devout expressio! n of 
eratitude to the God of heaven that he had, ind: ed, 
been released from the iron rule of tyranny. ae t 
what was the language that some Native America! 
would address to the poor stranger! ? It would be-—- 
ou ease your grateful invocation to the Author of 

* your existence; you are mistaken: you have sev- 
* ered yourself from a home whose o} ppression 
‘ crushed you to the dust, but you have made | 
* foolish exchange; you are now -expatriated; a id 
‘you are to remain disfranchised till you pay ' 

hn st debt of nature; fifty years have frost d you 


‘| *head for the grave; and, by the naturalization 


‘laws of this Union, you must remain not only 


1845. 


xpatriat ted, but disfranchised—the naked sem- 
Nance of a man, without his rights, till the last 


«moment of your existence!’ Such was the lan- 
cee addressed to the foreigner. Were those the 
sain °s that they proposed to extend to the coun- 

vmen of a Lafayette—not to me ntion other names, 
for that imbodie ‘d all that could be uttered ? Were 


. the blessings, he would ask, which were of- 

vd i in this asylum of the oppressed, to the men 
o left the lands of tyranny and blood, and came 
iwhine after liberty? Their hearts came 

tine with the hope of freedom, and freedom 

» them, and told them that they were degraded, 
He cherished altogether different 


fillen wrete he s. 
wiments, 
What, he would ask, what was this Native Amer- 

party? Where had it its origin, and who are 

Native Americans? Native Americans were they 

; ajoyed all the blessings of freedom—who had 

ve ‘a even their very existence from foreigners— 
m the sons of those lands whose emigrants it 
s now attemptes xd to place under the ban of the 
st odious and op pressive system of prose * oe 
Native American party had originated in a 
eand unworthy pride. Great national Siaes r- 
the unexé unpled progress of the re public, fa 

in the minds of some wrong impressions 
he duty of American citizens. Some had for- 


a that they held this glorious inheritance of 
dom in trust—that they were the guardians of 


- great principles of universal toleration and 
wpiversal freedom for which their fathers had con- 
deven unto death. In their prosperity and 
some Americans had forgotten the debt which 

y owed to the foreigner, and thatname was now 

' a (i by some lips with disre spect. But it was 
d that the denizen of a foreign land, who sought 
iome and an asylum here, ‘* could not appreciate 
our institutions.” Out upon such silly calumny ? 


‘What! Were not the foreigners who landed on 


Piymouth rock able to appreci: ate the blessings of 


Was the present a crisis when the influx 

of foreign wealth, and foreign industry, and foreign 
merical strength into this ¢ ountry, was to be re- 
ded as a national ex uamity? > He re ally ¢ ould 
dly condescend to notice,in terms of serious 
vument, the miserable reasoning with which it 
ul been attempted to bolster up this Native Ame- 
mm movement. ‘This republic is now rapidly 
nding its broad domains from the Atlantic to 

e Pacific. Itis fast fulfilling its high destiny. 
Year after year it is more and more exhibiting it- 
{inthe eyes of the world, as the asylum of 
rsecuted religion, and the home of outlawed lib- 
erty. Brin the present, then, a period when any 
in really inspired by devotion to the cause of 
al freedom—really imbued with those lofty 

il patriotic sentiments which constituted the pe- 
culiar glory and pride of American citizenship, 
ld stand up in the face of heaven and all men, 

de ‘lave that the gates of free America were to 

ve closed against all those who happened to have 
cen born beyond the Atlantic? No. The desti- 
ny of this ¢ ountry was settled. The -y wanted this 
n population. They wanted their native love 

of hberty rolling i in upon them, like the healthful 
ves of the Atlantic, neutralizing all corrupting 
luences of political intrigue and selfish partisan- 
i». It was not the hardy son of the Emerald 
&, With his warm affections, his sturdy arm, his 
ral habits, his steady industry ; it was not the 

uk and maaialy German; it was not the ingeni- 
nd gallant ‘Frenchman, that the true friend of 
erica dreaded. No! The brawling native par- 
n—the scheming native dem: ivocue—the un- 
neipl ‘d native party politician, who cared not 
‘the pe ople nor for liberty —these were the foes 
ae mocratie principles, and democratic freedom, 
{democratic America, which were to be dread- 

id put down. 

would ask, where was there any reason— 
vy shadow of reason—for referring the resolu- 
‘s to a select committee instead of the Judiciary 


Hi 


“ommittee? As to imputations on the latter, that 
ectable and important committee was able to 
end itself against them. Indeed it needed not 
make any defence against such imputations 
submitted that, in his humble judgment, this 

(Mestion of native Americanism was entitled to no 
“He ‘respect than was the abolition question. 


had voted to lay the question (of abolition) 
on the table, as being at war with the rights of 
* people and with the Constitution of the Union. 
Aud now, when any gentleman on this floor pro- 


opposite: 


pose ad to exten 7s the pe riod of citizenship required 
for naturaliz 


m—in other words, to put an end 
to the naturaliz zation laws—he looked upon it 
being in violation of the principles and the genius 
of our Government, and abhorrent to the 
of the people; mu nd theretore he <« pposed the spe- 
cial reference. He would not vote to lay the re- 
solutions on the table, because they came from the 
source (Massachusetts) to which the gentleman 
from Ulinois had alluded. But he remarked acain, 
he should have no pride, in a political ponnt « f 
view, in being able to boast that Massachusetts 
was his birthplace. He had always look d upon 
it as something of a severe misf 
birthp| ace (w ithout | his own cons 
to be in Vermont 

He had yet to learn any reason for the special 
reference of the resolutions. Why should the y 
not go to the Committee on the Judiciary. or some 
other of the standing committees, to which they 
properly belonged? He asked if the attempt to 
divert them from the Judiciary Committee was not 
an acknow lede ment that the re was some ult rior 
object in view, and that they sou 
br and 


wishes 


ortune that his 
ent) had happen d 


eht to throw fire- 
;into the halls of legislation, to send off tar 
and ia over the country some inflammatory re- 
port, in order to make converts to native Ameri- 
canism ? 

Mr. STANTON said he had looke dl with sone 
interest and not a little surprise on the debate 
which had taken place, because he in his Ifno- 
rance had thought that, this was only a ques- 
tion of reference, the discussion would of course 
be confined to that point; but, instead of this, the 
whole merits of the question of naturalization had 
been discus sed, and he confessed that on that sub- 
ject, as well as on the pra ‘tice of the House, he 
had been not a little entie 
those who had met tha ut yor stion before the py op! 
He had made up his own opinions on i, aa 
though they were in accordance with those which 
had been expressed by the gentleman last up, yet 
his vote would be given in a direction immediate ly 
It might be from isnorance of the points 
; but he did apprehend that, if the resolu- 
tions we ant to the Judiciary Committee, such was 
its charaeter and eens ae that the y were not 
very likely to get a fair hearing. 

The gentleman who had jus taken his s 
intimated an expectation, 
these resolutions was 


at issue 


eat had 


refused to these gentlemen, 
some others would be got up of a similar charac- 
ter. Very probably they might ; and it was for 
this reason that he was for sendin: x these to a select 
commitiee. What if it did report in favor of these 
resolutions, and report ever so strongly, he did not 
distrust the majority of that House, nor the pa- 
triotism of the American people, nor the time- 
honored practice of our forefathers. 

Mr. S. concluded by observing that, in ceiving 
his vote on this occasion, he might possibly differ 
from a majority of the party with whom he usually 
acted; and it was for this reason that he had tres- 
pass d on the time of the House. 

Mr. LEVIN rose, and wished to move the ref- 
erence of this subject to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GIDDINGS (who had risen at the same 
time, but had failed to catch the eye of the Speaker) 
rose to a question of order, and ‘claimed the r ivht 
to the floor, as the ventleman from Pe rls 
had onee occupied it. 7 

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hopxrys presiding tem- 
porarily) said the Chair could not know for what 
purpose the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Levin] had risen. He was now entitled to it; but 
without a modification of the question, he could 
not speak a second time, until those who wished 
to speak had had the opportunity. 

Mr. LEVIN then moved to refer these resolu- 
tions to a select committee, with instructions to 
inquire whether any, and if any, what, alterations 
of the naturalization laws were needed ? 

In reply to the remarks of gentlemen who had 
previously spoken, he commenced in a strain of 
eloquent language, but little of which, owing to 
his rapidity of utterance and the confusion in the 
House, can be given by the reporter. He was 
understood to say that the House had been told 
that the Native American party was dead; but he 
could assure gentlemen that it yet lived, and was 
likely to live. The principle ‘which bound its 
members together was at once so strong, and yet 
so attractive, that it promised them yet a large ma- 


ohtened, Ele was one "<a 


that if the reference of 
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iority both of the House and of the country, ar- 
raved in the sacred panoply of truth. "Phat prinei- 


It connected its 
name which imbodied all that was pure in patriot- 


ple was no abstraction, 


ism, all that was lovely In virtue—a name which 
was identified with our national independene 


which was now recoenised as fame, and would 
forever be consecrated to elory. Tt was a name 
as familiar to the boy at school, with his peach- 
bloomed to the nian whose 
white é and who Stoop d for very age. 
necessary that he should mention that name? There 
was but one of which this was true; vet 


were th 
t 


cheek, a hend was 


Could it he 


o heavy 
1e mists which shrouded the minds of some 
men, that he was constrained to ceive utterance to 


name, which was itself a living mnbodiment of 


the principles of the Native American party—i 
Wi s the name of George Washington. ‘That party 
wanted, and it intended to have, no entan al- 
lianees with any. If there was any disered it 
attached to being a Native American, he pleaded 
Vtolt a 1, and he would filme hn elt i i 
the age for the results of sueh an avowal. Would 
those who preferred to worship foreign idols (he 
intended this in no Injurious sense) look down 
with scorn o one Vv ho dared to lay his ha dy ron 
the Bible, and was content to abide the verdiet of 


i. tribunal in whose awards human frailty 
have he 3] are? 
They were told that w 


France, Had 
| 


“rance had been paid fifty millions out of the spo- 


e were deeply indebted to 


eentiemen forgotten the faet that 


liations of her citizens upon the property of ours? 
that the brave Lafayette had been enriched: and 
that money and pensions had been showered on 
all who shared in his memorable services? When 
our gratitude was appealed to, all the romance ef 
the appeal vani hed at once in the jineling of the 


When gentlemen spoke of Franee, tt had 


been with no common feeling that he listened to 
| 


purse, 


the allusions made to the noble Lafhvette. and to 
the ardor he had manifested in rendering to us 


his invaluable services: but had we not manifested 
equal ardor in acknowledging and ino reward 

them? Where, then, was our debt to Fra 
balance had been struck and paid: and, after a 

recular mercantile transaction, were we to be told 
that we were indebted to the t 
ee liberty? It was the quarrels of Murope 

ich brought us France as our ally. Wou 

dea spotic monarch, did gentlemen suppose, become 
the advocate of the prine iple 
Would he prepare, 


, , -. . 
aid of Europe for « 


: of free Government ? 
with his own hands, the ele- 
ments whieh were in the issue to overturn his 
throne? No: 1 hatred to Eneland, not the 
abstract love of liberty, here or any w here, whieh 
procured for us his somewhat tardy aid. And 
was this ple aded here as a debt due for liberty 
Why, a boy on the first form would be ashamed 
to make such an argument. 

It micht indeed be said that still a feeling of era- 
titude lived in the bosom of every American; and 
was it this feeling which led us to worship a des- 
p tism? Who was it that had told Americans, 
born on the soil, that they were here only by acci- 
dent, while the foreign emigrant was here from 
choice? Was this true? To constitute a free 
choice there must be no coercion in the case: 
nothing in the shape of an 
drive a man from his home. The circumstances 
of a man in two countries must first be equal be- 
fore it could with truth be said that he had made a 
free choice of one of them to be his home. 

But what country in E rope could compete with 
this in what it offered to the 
man? True, 


he tter 


unjust necessity to 


poo! but industrious 
epicures might possibly there find 
and more luxurious tables; but it was not 
such persons who swelled the tide whic h was daily 
flowing in upon our shores. Let gentlemen look 
at the fact. They told the House that these for- 
eieners came here from choice. ‘Their choice was 
just this: the love of bread. Gentlemen did but 
lavish their eloquence in vain in making ridiculous 
appeals about the patriotism manifested in the 
choice of this land for a home. What had been 
the true state of the matter even in Mr. Jefferson’s 
time? They fled here from political persecution 
at home. They well knew that if they stayed there 
their necks would be in danger of the axe or the 
cord. There was a direful necessity which drove 
them across the ocean. Yet it was true of many 
of them, that they loved liberty for itself, and had 
loved it in their own land; but such men came 
here not to disturb and overturn the reign of liberty 
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and law in their new home. Many of them 
brouchtus a rich harvest both of talent and of la- 
bor: but they had no choice in the matter—it was 
the diciate of a stern necessity which drove them 
on. The naturalization law was then liberal and 
free, and they availed themselves of its provisions; 
but necessity—hard necessity —forced them to 

ver all the tender ties of which gentlemen had 
here so ¢ loque ntly spoke n. Never yel was any 
man torn away from the home of his youth, from 
the charms of his fireside, and from the sacred 
shade of his fathers’ sepulchres; from his own 
nere free choice. The Pilgrims never had em- 
varked in the Mayflower had not England denied 
them at home the free exercise of their religion. 
‘There always was some overawing nece ssity be- 
hind: sometimes it was starvation, sometimes the 
axe, sometimes the dungeon, for a religious creed, 
men who profess cominon sense leave to 
ions of the poet that figment of a free 


ict tho 
the crea 
choice of exile. 

Some allusion had been made by one of the 
rentlemen from his own State to certain events in 
that State, in regard to which he had evinced a de- 
out invective. It had been artfully 
Mr. La. should 


vy nothing of it further: he was willing to place 


re to throw 
covered up: but it was understood. 
the country and before this House 
tle had but one thine to 
sav as to what had been thrown out respecting the 
Native American party being a faction. If 1l was 
a faction, it was at least not a faction with a single 
idea. ‘The great idea of that party was the attaim- 
ment of an clevated national character. This was 


nota sinele idea; on the 


nin il werore 


a“ its authorized orga, 


contrary, it was one of 
the most c eva pole x ideas that could possibly be con- 
ceived of. Democracy, of which some gt ntlemen 
were so fond of speaking, was a single idea—he 
eranted it; and the idea was that of the popular 
clement in the ascendant. He thanked the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. WintTurRop] for 
having drawn so deep and strong the separating 
line between the Native American and the Whig 
partics: Soletitremain. But, he would ask, what 
was Whiecism? Was it not the idea of the aristoc- 
racy of talent, or the conservatism of the moneyed 
[A laugh.] Not so with Native Ameri- 
canism. Apply its principle in any direction and 
it would bear precious fruit. What did they in- 
quire about?) Was it not whether our sacred in- 
stitutions were safe? Whether Europe, after 
trying in vain to prevent their erection, was not 
now successfully undermining them? Whether our 
children were safe from the effects of such a design? 
Whether the Constitution was not endangered by 
the deteriorated character of the modern immi- 
They had one idea, and it was an idea 
which raised man in the scale of moral existence. 
They boasted of one principle, but it was a wise 
and a comprehensive one—it tended to make a man 
a good citizen and an honest patriot. Never let 
sventlemen speak avainst one idea, which united in 
one halo the combined glories of Athens and 
of Carthage; of one idea which could disenthral 
us of the bondage of Europe, and break the yoke 
which threatened to bind us by a foreign vote. 

If gentlemen wished to know whether this party 
was dead, and, if it was, whether it was like to 
experience a resurrection, let them go, not among 
the demagoeues and the politicians of the country, 
but amone our mothers and their sons. Let them 
listen to the language held in the parlor and by 
the fireside, not at the tavern or on the hustings. 
American mothers were cast too much in the mould 
of Seventy-six to be alarmed without a cause. 
They had wept over their sons slaughtered by for- 
el ra hands while in the exercise of their clear un- 
doubted right: they mourned their children con- 
siened to an untimely grave. Was it a matter for 
forced satire that native-born Americans had been 
shot down for the exercise of the privilege of free- 
ie trusted even politicians could not prove 


Interest? 


rrants? 


} 
t 


The n? 
so relentless and unrelenting. How did this so- 
called * faction’ arise? A foreign demagogue had 


written a letter to the voters of Cincinnati exhort- 
ine them to give their vote to none but those who 
were ready to carry out the wishes of a foreign 
despot—to overthrow institutions existing under 
the Constitution of the United States. In defence 
of that institution a few individuals had planted 
themselves under the protection of the American 
flav, and they had been shot down in cold blood. 
Would gentlemen attempt to make such a cause 
and taat of the abolitionists identical? Gentlemen 
















might deride—they might sneer and scoff as they 
pleased; but he told them there was a spirit now 
shouting from hill and valley throughout this land 
which made a mock of all their efforts to put this 
subject to sleep. Ours was a country of change. 
Whenever they proposed to defend American m- 
stitutions they were met by the liberal spirit of the 
Declaration of Independence. ‘This was set up as 
a substitute for the Constitution of the United 
States. He told the South to look to it. O’Con- 
nel did the same. As to the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, it applied in its principles as well to any 
other nation as to this; and, according to it, a for- 
eigner was as eligible to the Presidency as a native- 
born American citizen, while, by the Constitution, 
they were expressly excluded. By which of these 
instruments were we to be bound—by the Decla- 
ration or by the Constitution of this land? We 
dated our national existence, not from the signing 
of the Declaration of Independence, but from the 
adoption of the Federal Constitution. Native 
Americanism was stamped in broad characters on 
that sacred instrument. 

Gentlemen had said so much in behalf of foreign 
soldiers that Mr. L. wished to say a few words 
for our own. by the Revolution we had been 
separated for a time from European control; but 
we were now in danger of being brought back 
again under the same dominion by the corruption 
of the ballot-box. It was an error to suppose that 
naturalization was a natural right; it was no such 
thing. It was granted as a defence of our Ame- 
rican institutions. We lived under a Government 
of law, where the rights to life and liberty were 
limited and defined; and we admitted in this Gov- 
ernment an alien to exclude ten thousand aliens 
not entitled to its benefits. Exclusion, not admis- 
sion, was the first great object of the law. If not, 
all foreigners would of course have a right to vote. 
It was to prevent this that we passed naturaliza- 
tion laws. In 1778, the true line had been drawn 
hetween native Americans and foreign emigrants. 
Tie Constitution vested in Congress power to pass 
uniform naturalization laws, as checks to its pro- 
visions respecting the first and second officers in 
the State. This was to check foreign influence in 
the States, and prevent the passage of laws to suit 
the purposes of local demagogues. It was said | 
they wished to disfranchise the foreign citizen. | 
He denied the charge. He could prove that in | 
fifteen years the native-born citizens of this re- 
public would find themselves iv A MINORITY In their | 
own land. Did we not require some bulwark for | 
our safety? The term of probation had varied || 
from five years to fourteen, according to the vary- 
ing character of the immigration which was flow- | 
ing in from Europe. When the term was five 
years, it was in our early day, when our cities 
were small, and our population comparatively 
sparse; but now our population was redundant. 
We had settled the continent to the very shores of 
the Pacific, and our cities burst into riot and blood- 
shed. 

Here Mr. L. adverted to the case of the Phila- 
delphia riots, and insisted that if the same outrage || 
on American citizens and the American flag had 
heen perpetrated on the deck of one of our ships, 
the whole land would have been in a flame. 

He then yielded the floor for a motion to ad- 
journ; which motion prevailing, the House ad- | 
journed. 


|; mittee on Commerce. 


PETITIONS, &c. 
The following Petitions were presented under 
the rule: 


By Mr. SAWTELLE: Remonstrance of Stephen Weston 
and 285 others, citizens of the State of Maine, against the 
admission of Texas as a slave State. Of 32 citizens of North | 
Anson, in said State, of like character. 

By Mr. DILLINGHAM: The remonstrance of 202 legal 
voters of the town of Stow, Vermont, against the admission 
of Texas as a slaveholding State. 

By Mr. DUNLAP: The remonstrances of Andrew Allen 
and others, C. G. Parsons and others, Mary H. Tracy and 
others, Jason Hanson and others, B. B. Perry and others, | 
Artimesia Perry and others, James Hall and others, George 
Dean and ovhers, Jonathan Tracy and others, and Timothy 
Bailey and others, against the admission of Texas as a slave 
State. 

By Mr. ALBERT SMITH: The petition of Daniel Web- 
ster and 130 other citizens of Byron, Genesee county, New 
York, remonstrating against the annexation of Texas, with | 
a constitution tolerating slavery. 

By Mr. ELLSWORTH: The petition of Henry Stewart, | 






John Van Loon, Joseph Fero, and others, of Chemung coun- | 


ty, New York. Also the petition of Daniel Congers of Au 
burn, New York, remonstrating against the annexation of | 


| tee on Commerce. Petitions of citizens of Wisconsin, &s 


LOBE. 


Texas to the United States; asking their re 
Committee on Territories. 


| olutionary Claims. Also the petition of Andrew any | 


| Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


| citizens of West Hampton, Hampshire county, Mace... 


| rington, Berkshire county, Massachusetts: ajj ag 
| Also moved the reference of the papers of Nathaniel M 
| resentatives of Sidney Bay, deceased, praying for the » 
; tions were referred to the Committee on Revoluti 

| Claims. 


| &e.: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Clainis 


| zens of Martinsburg, Lewis county, against the adm 


| Commitiee on Claims, Also the petition and papers for 
improvement of Salmon river: referred to the Com) 


| Wisconsin, praying for a sale of the mineral lands in [ili- 


| road from Prarie du Chien to Laporte, on Lake Superi 


' Committee on Military Affairs. Memorial for post rov's 
; on the Post Office and Post Roads. A memorial for t! 

| on Public Lands. A memorial asking an appropriation 
| build a penitentiary in said Territory of Wisconsin: r- 
, Commitee on Public Lands. Resolutions of the Legisia- 


| pense of taking census of the people of Wisconsin, ' 
| holding a convention for the formation of a State cor 


| liquidation of debts of the Territory: referred to the Com- 


| Simpson, asking to be allowed certain commiss'\" 


| mittee on the Library. 


Dec. 1s. 





ference tor 


By Mr. HENLEY: The petition of the heirs of ¢) 
Francis Vigo; which was referred to the Committee o), | 


Moddrill, praying for a pension; which was referred 1 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: Remonstrances of A Dick 
and 194 others, women of Williamsburgh, Hamps} 
ty, Massachusetts; also of Prescott Williams, yo 
others, citizens of said Williamsburgh ; also of F K ' 
gin and 71 others, women of West Hampton, Hemp 
county, Massachusetts; also of D. Coggin, and 6s ot 


Hre oe 


setts; also of John Smith, and 114 others, citizens oy y 
diefield, Hampshire county, Massachusetts: also of 80 |, 
voters, and 87 ladies of Buckland, Massachuserrs - se 
117 legal voters of Ashfield, Massachusetts; also ofp, 
Smith, and 25 other citizens of Becket, Berkshire ¢.,, 
Massachusetts; also of 104 inhabitants of Lee, Re; 

county, Massachusetts ; also of 8&8 legal voters of Gr 


reat | 






admission of Texas as a slave State into the United s; 
By Mr. WOOD: Remonstrances from Ithaca and \ 
New York, against the admission of Texas as a slave s; 
Justice Jacobs, Sarah Scovel, and [Ichabod Peck. { 
sions: referred to the appropriate committees, 
By Mr J. G. CHAPMAN: The petition of the | 9 


p 


re 


ment of certain loan office certificates. Also the petiti 
the legal representatives of Francis Ware, deceased, { 


payment of a lost final-settlement certificate: wije! 


By Mr. RAMSEY: The petition of the legal represe 
tives of Samuel Mifllin, deceased, for the payment of 4 | 

By Mr. ANDERSON: The petition of Charles s. yy 
thews and others; which was referred to the Commit 
Claims. 

By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of Orinda ( 
er fora pension. Also a remonstrance and protest o 


Texas as a slave State. Referred from the Clerk’s fi) 
papers of Job Hawkins to the Committee on Revolut 
Pensions. Also the petition of John C. McLaughlin, : 


on Commerce. Also the petition of Mrs. Lavinia Yor 
referred to the Committee on Claims. Also the petition of 
Lyon and Howard: referred to the Committee on Chain: 
By Mr. L. MARTIN, of Wisconsin: The petition of D 
Wells and 146 other citizens of Milwaukie county, Wis 
sin, for an appropriation on the road from Milwauki 
Madison: referred to the Committee on Roads and (2 
The petition of Hiram Hamilton and 60 others, citizens of 


nois, lowa, and Wisconsin: referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. The memorial of the Legislature of W): 
consin, asking payment of certain expenses incurred at their 
sessions of Deceinber, 1842, and February, 1848: referred 1 
the Committee on Territories. The memorial of the Legis- 


lature of Wisconsin, for the location and construction of a 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. The: 
morial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, for the construct 
of a road from Fort Howard to Fort Wilkins: referred to 1! 
from St. Croix Falls to Laprairie: referred to the Commu! 
lief of settlers on the canal grant: referred to the Committe 


ferred to the Committee on Territories. Memorial tbr 
provement of Fox and Wisconsin rivers: referred to tie 





ture of Wisconsin, asking for an appropriation to pi 





tion: referred to the Committee on Territories. Resolu- 
tions asking the appropriation of any unexpended balaure 
of the appropriations for expenses of the Legislature, to te 
mittee on Territories. Resolutions of the Legisiamre 
Wisconsin, relative to the extinguishment of Indian tle 
to lands north of Fox river: referred to the Committ 

Indian Afiairs. Resolutions asking for an appropriation! 
a revolving light at Dock Harbor: referred to the Com! 


ing an appropriation for same purpose : referred to tie C 


By Mr. SAWTELLE: Remonstrance of D. Farnswor'! 
and 123 citizens of Norridgwock, State of Maine, agui t 
the admission of Texas as a slave State. Remonstrance 
Francis Allen and 71 citizens of Smithfield, State of Mair, 
of like import. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 18, 1845. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memoria! 
John Binns, praying the aid of Congress 10! 
publication of an edition of the Declaration of In 
dependence ; which was referred to the Joint Ce 


Mr. S. also presented the memorial of Henr 
alleged to be due his father for procuring a '°° 
in favor of the United States during the late 
which was referred to the Committee on Finat’’ 

Mr. S. also presented the petition of Charies 
Sibbold, praying indemnity for the loss susta!! 
in consequence of being kept from the posses* 


u 


































1845. 


of his property in Florida by the illegal interfer- 
ence of the Government through its agents; which 
was referred to the Committee on jams. 

Mr. S. also presented the petition of a large 
number of citizens of Easton, Pennsylvania, friends 
of the colony at Liberia, stating that the rights of 
said colony had been invaded; and praying that 
the independence of the colony of Liberia may be 
recognised by the United States; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Foreign Relations, _ 

Mr. BREESE presented a memorial of citizens 
of Illinois, and the Territories of Lowa and Wis- 
consin, praying that the mineral lands of the Uni- 
ted States may be subject to sale as other public 
lands; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented remonstrances of 
45 ladies of Jefferson county, New York, against 
the admission of Texas into the Union as a slave 
State; also, a similar remonstrance from citizens of 
New York; both of which were laid upon the table. 

Mr. D. also gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave of the Senate to introduce a bill for the relief 
of Wm. B. Cheever. 

Mr. TURNEY presented the petition of Robert 
Armstrong, praying a pension for a wound re- 
ceived in an engagement with the Creek Indians 
in the year 1814; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a remonstrance of 
citizens of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, against the 
admission of Texas into the Union with a constitu- 
tion tolerating slavery; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented the 
petition of E. L. A. Ripley, only surviving child 
and legal representative of Eleazer W. Ripley, 
praying the payment of a sum of money awarded 
to her late father by verdict of a jury in a suit in- 


stituted against him by the United States; which 


was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. DIX presented four remonstrances from 
citizens of New York against the admission of 
Texas into the Union with a constitution tolera- 
tine slavery; which were laid on the table. 
Mr. WEBSTER presented a similar document 
from citizens of Massachusetts; which took a simi- 


lar course. 


Mr. DIX presented the memorial of a conven- | 


tion of claimants, citizens of the United States, 
praying indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
the year 1800; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the petition of Tho- 


mas McLellan, and twenty-five others, of Portland, | 
Maine, praying indemnification for French spolia- | 


tions prior to the year 1800. 
fn presenting this petition, 


Mr. FAIRFIELD said he believed it had been 


usually, though not uniformly, the case to refer | 
similar petitions to the Committee on Foreign Re- | 


lations. 
circumstances, he felt constrained, by a sense of 
duty to the petitioners, and in obedience to the 
spirit of thrice-repeated instructions from the Legis- 
lature of Maine, to move a reference to a select 
committee. He did not do this (and he knew his 


In this instance, however, and under the | 


friend from Ohio, the distinguished Chairman of | 


the Committee on Foreign Relations would so 
understand it) from any want of respect for that 
committee, or any member of it. 
tions he would rely with great confidence on the 
opinions of that committee. 


On most ques- | 


In this case, how- | 


ever, it is well understood that the opinions ofa | 
majority of the committee are adverse to these | 
claims. To refer this petition, then, to this com- | 
mittee would be to bury the whole subject for the | 


present session at least. 
would not be in accordance with the general course 
of the Senate. Without any definite rule upon the 
subject, it has always been regarded as proper to 
place & proposition in the hands of its friends, 
With a view to the initiatory proceedings. Unless 


This, he apprehended, | 


such a course be pursued here, the subject cannot | 
be presented to the Senate for its consideration and | 


judgment. Even the opponents of the claims— 


those who had made up their minds to go against || 


them at all events—he hoped would not oppose the | 


reference to a select committee, inasmuch as they 


would not otherwise be fairly presented for our | 


consideration. In this initiatory mm there is no- 
thing binding. No Senator commits himself. The 
Calms are merely put in a position for discussion; 





and of this surely no one, either friends or oppo- 
nents of the claims, should be afraid. 

It appeared to him, (Myr. F.) also, that a con- 
sideration for the reference of these claims to a se- 
lect committee might be found in their marnitud: 
and importance, as well as in their history. It 
will be remembered, also, that no less than four- 
teen reports have emanated from respectable com- 
mittees of both branches of Congress in favor of 
these claims, and that eicht or nine of the Levisla- 
tures of the sovereign States of the Union have in- 
structed their Senators to support them. Under 
all the circumstances, he entertained the hope that 
there would be no opposition to the 
asked. 

Mr. F. said he had delayed many days making 
this motion, in the hope that it would be made by 
some older and more distinguished member of the 
Senate. But knowing how often the favorable ac- 
tion of Congress had been prevented by delay, he 
had concluded to make the motion himself, at th: 
same time expressing the hope that in the eompo- 
sition of the committee, should the Senate be kind 
enough to grant one, his (Mr. F.’s) name would 
be omitted. This he would esteem as a favor. 

Mr. CLAYTON was in favor of the motion of 
the Senator from Maine, and stated that he had 
been instructed by the Legislature of Delaware to 
press the claims in question upon the attention of 
Congress. He had presented a petition praying 
indemnity for French spoliations; which he merely 
laid on the table. The Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Arcuer] presented a similar petition afierwards, 
which, on his motion, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. He (Mr. C.) did 
not move that reference to his petition, because he 
found that a majority of that committee were op- 
posed to its passage. He had intended, therefore, 
to move for a select commitiee. 

Mr. DIX rose merely for the purpose of stating 
that when he received the similar peution presented 


reference 


| by him this morning, he referred to the journal of 


the Senate, and found that the usual reference for 
years past had been to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations; and therefore it was that he, not know- 
ing the opinions of the gentlemen composing said 
committee, had moved its reference to them. He 
referred to cases in 1841, 1842, 1843, 1844, and 1845, 
in which petitions of this character had been re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
stated that these committees had made favorable 
reports. 


Mr. J. M. CLAYTON inquired of Mr. D. 


| whether the gentlemen composing the committees 


to whom he referred as havine in former years 
been intrusted with the consideration of the claims 
in question, were not in favor of the claims. 

Mr. DLX replied that he did not know their in- 
dividual opinions, but that the committee had in 
all instances reported favorably. 

Mr. MILLER was in favor of the reference to a 
special committee ; he did not consider the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations the appropriate one; 
the claims for indemnity for French spoliations 
were not claims upon a foreign nation, but against 
the United States Government itself. He thought 
it important that these claims should be met, and 
favorably considered. 

Mr. ARCHER said he believed that he had had 
more recent experience on this subject than those 
gentlemen who had addressed the chair, and it 


| might be proper, therefore, for him to add a word 


The Com- | 


or two to what had already been said. 
mittee on Foreign Relations, of which he had long 
been a member, had always had charge of the sub- 
ject, probably because nobody took so much inter- 
est as to move a contrary disposition of the me- 
morials, as had been moved to-day. 


pressure of other business, had not taken as deep 
an interest as was desirable; and, that the subject 
might receive more attention than heretofore, he 
was of opinion that the reference suggested by the 
Senator from Maine ought to meet with the favor 
of the Senate. ; 

Mr. ALLEN said that he did not know what 
were the sentiments of other gentlemen on the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, but, for himself, 


he had no earthly desire to interpose even an ex- 
1) pom 
pression or a wish as to what the Senate should | 


do. He was perfectly willing to abide by the will 


of the Senate. 
Mr. MANGUM said these claims, like South 
side Madeira, had been so long and sy often turn- 


The Com- 
| mittee on Foreign Relations, in consequence of the 
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ed and turned, that they seemed every year to be- 
come purer, and he had no doubt that, 
years more, they would becontesi- 
able. He regretted to differ from his friends on 
that side of the 
ought to go to the Committee on Fore 


ina few 
become fost 


believed they 
“hg 

igh Re sthLicdbls 

He was opposed to this multiplication of special 

He therefore would 


chambe r, but he 


committees, move its refer- 
ence to the Committee on Fore ion Re lations, 

Mr. HAYWOOD said he felt no particular anx- 
iety about the course thes¢ petitions should take. 
He was not aware of the any Pa 
hamentary rule which required that a claim should 
be referred to a committee 


This 


ought to fo to 


existence of 


tavorable to tt 
ist the 
a committee which would sustain 
the nehts of the would be 


necessarily discussed in the Senate. The Senate 


rly 


was a clann a Government, and 


Government, and it 


ought not to adopt it as a maxim that every claini 
must be submitted to a committee know n to be fa 
! [every report but one, 


voravie, it had been L1G 
had been in favor of these 


’ 
claimants. It was time, 
then, that anything which could be said for t 
should be ud. The 
favor of the claims had been exhausted; let us 
what can be said on the other side. 

Mr. WEBSTER could see no sufficient reason 


\ 


Crovernment arguments in 


} 
hit 


for the reference to the Committee on Foreign Re 
lations. Lt is a subject which no longer cones 
within the that ; 


committee, Fraenee 
er ; : ee oa as 
has been, long since, discharged from all lability; 


provines oft 
and the claims now lie against the Government of 
the United States. These claims had not only 

trequenily been reported favorably upon, but u 

bill on the subject had passed the Senate. ‘The 

subject will again be brought up for discussion in 
the Senate, and if the subject could be expedited 
by the reference to a select committee, he would 
vote for it, believing the motion of the Senator 
from Maine a very proper one. 

On the call of Mr. SPEIGITT, the question on 
the motion of Mr. Maneom, to refer the petitions 
tothe Committee on Foreign Relations, was order- 
ed to be taken by yeas and nays. 

Mr. GREENE asked to be excused from Vo- 
ting, on the round that he had a personal interest 
in these claims. 

Mr. SPEIGHT said that his reason for asking 
for the yeas and nays was, that these claims had 
always gone to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. It was now said they ought not to be so 
referred, because that committee was opposed to 
them. Who knew this? Had any Senator polled 
the committee? He was well acquainted with 
these claims. He had become familiar with them 
while a member of the other House. They were 
as well known to him as the claim of Amy Dar- 
den, for her stud horse Romulus, was known to 
the country. If, as the Senator from Massachu- 
setts had urged, they were ne longer within the 
proper sphere of action of the Committee on For- 
eion Relations, let them be sent to the Committee 
on Claims, or to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
He had always been opposed to these claims in the 
other House. He thought them utterly baseless, 
and would desire to see them finally disposed of. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
refer the petitions to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Ath- 
erton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Cameron, Chal- 
mers, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Hannegan, Hay- 
wood, Jenness, Levy, Lewis, Mangum, Penny- 
backer, Speight, and Turney—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Berrien, T. Clayton, 
J. M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Evans, 
Fairfield, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson 
of Louisiana, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Sim- 
mons, Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, Westcott, 
and W oodbridge—22. ‘ 

Mr. SPEIGHT moved a reference to the Com- 
mittee on Claims; which was negatived. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD renewed his motion for a 
reference to a select committee; and the question 
being taken, it was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion, it was resolved that the committee 
be selected by the Chair; who thereupon appointed 
Messrs. Fainriecp, J. M. Crayron, Dix, Man- 
cum, and SturGeon, as such committee. 


JOINT OCCUPANCY OF OREGON. 


Mr. ALLEN, pursuant to notice, presented the 
following joint resolution, which was read a first 
time: 
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Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, advised to give, forthwith, 
notice to Great Britain that the Government of the 
United States will, in virtue of the second article 
of the convention of the sixth of Aucust, A. D. 
eichteen hundred and twenty-seven, between the 
United States and Great Britain, terminate the 
convention existing re lative to the joint occupancy 
of the Oregon ‘Territory; and, after the expiration 
of twelve month from the day on which such 
notice shall have been received by the Government 
of Great Britain, annul and abrogate that conven- 
tion, 


sented the remonstrance of citi- 
VIaine, against the admission 
into the Union as a slave State; which 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. UPTLAM presented a similar remonstrance 
from citizens of the State of Vermont; which also 


i : af. ss 1 
re | bititad Ol) Laide Mune, 


Nir. i ik this opportunity to ask to be ex- 
cused from serving as chairman of the Committee 
on Pensions, Ee did not make this request from 

desire to evade or eet rid of duties imposed 


upon him by the Senate; but he had been troubled 
yne time past with weak eyes, which would 


' 
j mer it tigi 


ily danverous to hi eyesicht, to at- 
icmmt to fullil the duties which the chairman hip 
vM yatd Hnpose upon him, ma much as he could Hot 


write even a letter without much pain 


No objection being made, Mr. Upuam was ex- 


Cl | 

Mr. EVANS, pursuant to notice, presented a 
resolution in favor of paying the claims of 

David Shaw and Solomon T. 


‘ ipaebor 


Corser, formerly 
: for carrying the mail between Portland 
ista, Main which was read a first and 
md tune, and referred to the Committee on the 
Prost Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Franklin 


Whitney, ttiny forth that he is the inventor of a 


and Au 


pro of making Spcrina@cell, for which he 
! . , 

ied for a patent, and was informed that another 
individual had applied for a patent of the same na- 
tire interfered with his ap lieation. After 
little tune, the petitioner’s adversary suceceed- 
ed in gaining the patent, thi insurme his claim 
for priority. ‘TI vetitioner contends that he ts in 
} t! nt f } t he rel ed 
i til pror ive dtor, ana prays to be rerieved, 
Whe petiliol Was, oh motion of Mr. D., referred 

to the Con ittee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. HENRY JOHNSON offered for considera- 
tion the following resolution; which was agreed to: 


Reselred, That the Committee on Commerce be 


1 ted to inquire mato the expediency of making 

Lappropriation for the erection of a custom-house 
i the eny of New Orleans; and into the expedien- 
ey of making an appropriation to improve the har- 


=~ 1h etalon ee +} Sen a 
rat Port Pontehartrain in the State of Louisiana; 


GQ that the report of the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, communicating estimates of the cost of those 
\ k > made to the Senate K’ebruary 4, 1845, be 
I red to the same committee, : 


Mr. JOHNSON, moved that the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, made on this subject 
lust year, be referred to the same committee; which 
Was avreed to. 

Mr. JENNESS presented the following resolu- 
tions passed by the Legislature of New Hampshire; 
vhich were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed ; 


« ** Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
fires in General Court convened, That our National 
Giovernment warned by the over-reaching policy 
and deep duplicity of Great Britain in relation to 
the northeastern boundary, should assert and main- 
tain our rights to the Territory of Oregon, to the 
54th degree of north latitude.” 
** Resolved, That concession, harmony, and for- 
ance, under repeated and long-continued in- 
juries, cease to be national virtues, and that our 
Government will best represent the national spirit, 
by entering into no compromise with tyranny, and 
by submitting to national wrong. i q 
‘** Resolved, That the interference of England to 
\ vent the peaceful annexation of Texas to the 
Jnion, is a measure as unprecedented and wnjusti- 
fiable as insulting to this republic, and requires 
speedy ¢ X planation by the British Ministry. 
**Resolred, That the interference of the United 


States to avert from any portion of the people of 


this continent, or the world, the miseries of British 
colonial servitude, would be abundantly justified 
by the acts ef that Government. ras 

** Resolved, That the recent developments of the 
intrigues of the British Government with those 
of Mexico and Texas, to defeat the policy of this 
nation in relation to the annexation of Texas, de- 
monstrates the sagacity, wisdom, and patriotism 
of such of our statesmen as by their efforts brought 
this great measure to a triumphant consumma- 
tion. 

** Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor be 
requested to furnish copie s of the foreroine reso- 
lutions to the Legislatures of the several States, 
and to our Senators and Representatives in Con- 
YTCss. 

“FTIARRY HIBBARD, 
“*Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
“AAR. P. CATE, 
** President of the Senate. 
** Approved July 2, 1845. 
“ JOHN H. STEELE, 
** Governor. 
‘“ THOS. P. TREADWELL, 


**Secrelary of State. ‘ 


Mr. ATCHISON presented the following reso- 
lutions; which, under the rule, lie over: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Territories be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of organ- 
izing a Government for the Territory ot Oregon. 

* Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing bleck-houses and stockade forts, 
from the fronuers of Missouri to Fremont’s Pass 
in the Rocky mountains, and from thence through 
the Orezon ‘Tt rritory to the mouth of the Colum- 
bia river; and also to inquire into the expediency 
of raising and organizing a corps of mounted rifle- 
men, for the purpose of escorting emigrants to, and 
protecting American citizens in, the Oregon Terri- 
tory. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instrueted to inquire into the expediency of do- 
nating lands to actual settlers in the ‘Territory of 
Oregon. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of organ- 
izing, arming, and equipping the militia of Oregon 
"he rritory. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
inquire into the expedie ney of establishing Indian 
agencies and sub-agencies in the Oregon Territory, 
and the extension of the laws of the United States 
regulating intercourse with the Indians over said 
Te rritory, as far as the Vv may be applicable. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a mail-route from 
the frontiers of Missouri to the city of Oregon, in 
the Oregon Te rritory. : 

Mr. PHELPS presented the followimg resolu- 
tion for the consideration of the Senate : 

Resolved, Vhat the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of repealing so much of the 4th section of the act 
approved August 23, 1842, as abolishes the office 
of one Inspector-General, and of restoring the said 
oflice and the officer, the same as though the said 
act had never been passed. 

Under the rule, the resolution lies over. 

Mr. BAGBY, pursuant to notice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill for the settlement of 
the account of Joseph Nourse deceased, with his 
widow, or other legal representatives; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of Amos 
Kendall, asking to be reimbursed for expenses 
meurred by him in a suit instituted against him 
by the United States, in the United States dis- 
trict court of Louisiana, growing out of his rela- 
tions to the Government as Postmaster General. 
Judgment was rendered against the petitioner by 
several of the lower courts of the United States, 
but he was finally sustained by the United States 
Supreme Court, which decided that the proceed- 
ings against him had been illegal from the first. 
The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. BAGBY presented the following resolution; 
which, no objection being made, was agreed to: 

Resoived, That the Secretary of the Senate cause 
to be printed, upon the type now standing, a 
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Dee. is. 
to supply the members of the Senate who } 
taken their seats since the 4th of March las;_ 
same number of copies that have been, or mov 
distributed to the Senators who were elected » 
to that time. : 

Mr. WESTCOTT inquired whether that yo, 
tion of the President’s Message referring to ‘J 
had been referred to the Committee on the Jy. 
ciary? Being informed in the negative, he moved 
that it be so referred; which motion was agreed 4, 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the Se», 
wroceeded to theorders of the day; and the mo; 
elng agreed to, ; 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, 

A bill for the purchase of stock in the Lou; 
ville and Portland Canal Company; and 

A bill to provide for the improvement of th, 
navigation of the Ohio, Mississippi, Missouri, and 
Arkansas rivers, were read a second time, and y- 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

On motion of Mr. BREESE, several bills intro. 
duced by him, and which had received their firs 
reading, were severally read a second time 
referred to the appropriate committees, 

On motion of Mr. ASHLEY, the Chair, by una 
imous consent, appointed Mr, Jonnson, of Lovis- 
iana, to be Chairman of the Committee on Pey- 
sions, in the room of Mr. Upnuam, excused. 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, it was ordered, 
that when the Senate adjourns it adjourn to meet 
Monday. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, it was 

Resolved, 'That the Secretary of the Senate he di- 
rected to pay to the widow of Edward Dyer, 
deceased, late Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate, thy 
same amount that was paid to the widow of Sw- 
phen Haight, former Sergeant-at-Arms, under thi 
resolution of the Senate of the 13th January, Is4}. 
on account of funeral expenses in the city of 
Washington, and of salary until his successor wes 
appointed. 

The following resolutions, submitted on former 
days, were then considered and adopted : 

A resolution offered by Mr. Jounson, of Louis 
lana, to increase the compensation of the United 
States district attorney of Loutsiana. 

A resolution offered by Mr. Ciayron, relative to 
the erection of a light near Fort Mifflin, in the De'- 
aware river. — 

Also, a resolution relative to the erection of for- 
tifications near the entrance of Delaware bay, and 
on the Pec Patch Island, in Delaware river. 

A resolution ofiered by Mr. Barrow, calling fo 
information relative to the progress made i re- 
moving the raft in Red river. 

A resolution offered by Mr. Speranr, to grant to 
the States in which they lie, certain alternate sev- 
tions of inundated lands. 

Also, a resolution to establish a tri-weekly mail 
between Mobile, Alabama, and Jackson, Missis- 
sippi. 

A resolution offered by Mr. Asuiey, to estab- 
lish an additional district court for the District of 
Alabama. 

A resolution offered by Mr. Mixxer, to estab- 
lish a port of entry in the State of New Jersey. 

A resolution offered by Mr. Breese, to bind the 
remaining copies of Brevet Captain Fremont’s Ex- 
pedition to the Rocky mountains. 

A resolution offered by Mr. Hanneean, to con- 
tinue the pay of an assistant messenger to the Se- 
nate. 


CXas 


Vil 


» and 


PRESERVATION OF TIMBER. 


Mr. LEVY moved to take up the resolutions 
submitted by him some days since in relation to 


the preservation of public tunber. The resolution 
having been read— 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, expressed a de- 


sire to give more scope to the resolution, and in- 
stead of limiting the inquiry to five years, he 
thought it ought to extend back to eighteen of 
twenty years. 
Mr. LEVY had no objection to extend the in- 
quiry, and would readily assent to such mi difica- 
tion as the gentleman from Louisiana had sug- 
vested. 
Mr. BENTON then inquired if the resolution 
was broad enough to cover the live-oak planta- 
tions; if not, he desired that it might embrace 


| them also. When this policy was first commenct d, 


| sufficient additional number of Fremont’s report, |) 


he had ventured the opinion that every cubic foot 
of live oak would cost them at least a cubic foot 0! 
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iver, and he should like to see how near he had 
come to the truth. 
Mr LEVY assentine, the resolution was thus 
modified, and adopted, as follows: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States 
t 


he requested to inform the Senate what number of 


‘ents are now employed for the protection of tim- 
or: the amount of salary paid for such service; 

’ authority of law under which they are em- 
oved; and the fund from which they are paid; 
niso, the amount of allowances of every descrip- 
ion made within the last twenty years in the set- 
‘iement of the accounts of said agents, or otherwise 
sonnected With this branch of the service; the 
munber of suits or prosecutions instituted within 
1 same period for trespassing upon the public 


al 
} 


nds: the result of such suits or prosecutions, and 

» costs and expense incurred by the United 
Sates therein, including the amount of damages 

id by the United States within the same period 

r illegal interference by the aforesaid agents with 

ite rights. 

e amount of all expenditures on account of live- 
oak plantations, and the present condition of said 

niations. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the several portions 
of the President’s Message were referred to the 
several committees, 

On motion of Mr. HAY WOOD, the Senate went 
into Executive session; and, after some time spent 
ierein, the Senate adjourned over until Monday. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 18, 1845. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
1 wed. 
Mr. EDWARD S. DARGIN, of Alabama, ap- 


eared, was qualified, and took his seat. 


NATURALIZATION LAWS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
olutions of the General Assembly of Massa- 
setts, in favor of such amendments to the natu- 

ralization laws as will protect the ballot-box from 
uds, which were under debate yesterday. ‘The 
tions pending were— 

Ist. By Mr. LEVIN, that the resolutions be re- 

‘ed to a select committee, with instructions to 
ire Whether any, and what, alterations are re- 
‘ed in the existing naturalization laws. 

2d. By Mr. BRODHEAD, that the resolutions 

e referred to the standing Committee on the Judi- 
ry. 

Mr. LEVIN said, that in the heat and hurry of 
ule yesterday, he had omitted to notice a re- 
k of the gentleman from Pennsylvania on his 

reit, [Mr. Bropweap,] who seemed to have mis- 
taken a vehemance of manner for menace. Mr. 
. Said he had been born in the sunny South: he 
vasa South Carolinian; he came from that glo- 

little State, whose citizens were as much 

iinguished by magnanmity of heart as by a 

constitutional vehemence of manner. This trait 

il been manifested yesterday by the gentleman 

rom Alabama, [Mr. Yancey,] a gentleman who 
was accustomed to fling abroad his intellectual 
easures, hanging them like jewels on every- 
ing he touched, and sowing the earth with orient 
el. Mr. L. could not say the same of his 
eague; his manner had been cold and frigid 
‘the icebergs of the Northern sea; and, while 
simind seemed to be on one side of the question, 

‘reasons had been all on the other. Mr. L. 

Sno political gladiator: he was actuated in his 

Hue course by no feeling but love for his coun- 
ry he sought no revenges—he indulged no ha- 

‘d to any; his breast was a stranger to the lust 

‘ Vengeance; but the truth must and should be 

‘ended; yet he would defend it by no weapons 

“1 a8 were used by the pirate or the bravo. 

lhe resolutions which he sought to have refer- 
expressed no desire that our naturalization 


Ws should be changed, on any charge that they || 


Also, that he inform the Senate of 


‘vored the commission of perjury. They pro- 


sed to Inquire into the influence of the popula- 
\ of Europe, now coming in crowds upon our 
res, upon the institutions of this free Republic, 
‘ well as into the number of those who have come 
ag US; sO that we might be enabled to under- 
id the proportion of foreign population to that 
‘ch was home-born. 


‘te of facts on these subjects could not but be 


An acquaintance with the | 


useful and important. The revolutions of nations 
were too stuyp ndous and st irtling to be 
by any 


treated 
A wise 
would ever be found awake to the 
change s of his own times. 
whether for con equences vrood or evil, had pre- 
vaile d over the world, and in all those conse que i= 
sure iy we owed it to 
ourselves to inquire under what form these conse- 


quences were likely to appro ich us. 


“4) t ow , sath | “arene 
renhecting man With ditiercnee, 


Statesman 


A Jong period of peace, 


ces it was our lot to share. 


Did we not 
owe it to God, who had given us the fairest inherit- 
ance of earth, and placed us in the most elevated 
and the most responsible of all conditions, by con- 
ferring on us the high system of morals, of reli- 
gion, and civil polity? 

And here he came to what he considered the 
very pith and marrow of the argument. Unlike 
the cople of Kurope, we 
While the contrast between our situation and 
theirs, in this all-important re 


were scli-zoverned. 


Spe ect, nat irally led 
to differences of opinl m and to collisions, both 
moral and physical, it was a contrast which could 
not but atieet both morals and manners—both 
could not but lead to a 
contrast in feelings and sympathies also. 


habits and opinions ; it 
Kurope, 
with a few trifling exceptions, was under the Gov- 
ernment of Kings, who claimed to rule over the 
people by a divine right. We governed ourselve 

Such a contract in condition could not fail to eve li- 
tuate, sooner or Jater, in collision, both moral and 
physical. The physical had been seen in our re- 
peated wars, the moral in the riots and tumults 
which had broken out in our great cities. ‘This 
collision manifested itself in a frightful manner 
when an assembly of our own native-born citi- 
zens was collec ted in one of the streets of Phila- 
delphia, under the weis of the Constitution, in the 
exercise of one of the most precious rights which 
belong to freemen. The followers of a certain 
demagogue in Europe (to whom men calling them- 
selves American citizens were, from time to time, 
sending aid to help him in undermining the Gov- 
ernment of their country) rushed like tigers on 
this peaceful assembly, unarmed as they were, 
save in the panoply of truth—without weapons 
save those which the force of reason supplied, 
Not so their enemies: they were well supplied 
with physical weapons, imported from abroad. 
He called on gentlemen to contemplate the pecu- 
liar traits of this most disgracevul outrage. A com- 
pany of native American citizens, assembling at 
public notice, in the district where they were born, 
to discuss subjects which rightfully pertained to 
them, and in which they had a deep and common 
interest, were shot down on the avowed plea that 
the spot on which they stood was the ** Irish quar- 
ter,”’ and that ho American sh uld he allowe d to 
set his foot wpon it. Yet, gentlemen who were 
so utterly opposed to suffering Englishmen in Ore- 
gon, would force upon us Lrishmen in Kensington. 
Had such an outrage been perpetrated on the deck 
of an American ship, what a universal burst of in- 


dignation would have been heard from one end of 


the Union to the other. How would the national in- 
dignation have been poured out like burning lava; 
how would vengeance have gleamed in every eye; 
how would curses have been muttered by every 


| tongue, until the united ery of an insulted nation 


| WaS easy: 


| to beware, lest, like the elephants in the army of 


for redress would have pierced the very heavens. 
And why had nothing of this kind been witness- 
ed? Why was all this suffered to pass over with 
seeming coolness and indifference? ‘The answer 
y: we were then on the eve of a Presi- 
dential election, and this Irish population was a 
marketable commodity. He admitted, indeed, 
that the Democrats got it: but he warned them 


| Pyrrhus, instead of trampling down the opposing 
| force, they should become the instruments of de- 


| Was not a mere party movement. 


struction to the very men who set them on. This 


The insult was 
directed against the nation—it was an outrage on 


| the Constitution, which invested with sanctity the 
| primary assemblies of the people held for the dis- 


cussion of great public interests; and it address- 
ed itself at once to every American heart as an 
insult on the American flag. The nation must 
vindicate its own dignity, or consent to wither 
under just and universal contempt. 

Their opponents charged them with having been 
the burners of churches! He thanked God that 
the charge was false, and that it was known to be 
false by more than fifty thousand witnesses. The 
blackened walls of two Roman Catholic churches 


might indeed stand as a melancholy monument of 
popular furv; but there also stood unt red and 
preserved in perfect safety the Cathole charech of 


St. Philip de Neri. And who saved it?) A body 
ot Native Americans. Yes, it was a brave com- 
vi hy Lhe i 
as UD. Grover at their head, who periled their lives 
in its defence. Native Americans burnt no churet 





pany of native-born American cilizens, \ 


es: and if the gentleman from Pennsvivania, who 
had alluded with so much apparent tramph to the 


t 


disgraceful scenes in Philadelphia, wanted to raise 
a shout ag 


burning down the temple 


inst the profanation of attacking and 
of God, Mr. L. was 
ready to raise his voice toaid him. In such sacri- 
lege the Native American party had neither part 
nor lot. They had had nothing to do with it, 
"They had s 


aved a church at the risk of their lives, 


but they had destroyed none, ‘They were nether 


eots nor fanatics. They were not men of one 


harrow ea, Lrtelle etual or moral it ibecrity never 
produced an idea so vast as that of giving eternity 
to freedom and preparing an asylum for the world. 
That party had wared no war on tl rights of 
conscience: they blessed God that those 1 ts 
were, in this land, sacred and inviolable. ‘They 


bowed with profound reverence to every form of 
piety, and would proteet alike the votaries of every 
ereea, With them, even the frailties of faith 
dered as They wanted no d 

monstration to satisfy them of the neces 
the value of religion. — 


were cons sacred, 


uy and 
They well knew that it was 
needed alike by the Kine upon his throne and the 
miiscr upon his money-! ags; by the artisan at his 
bench and by the beggar in his penury. ‘They 
reverenced that mborn thirst for immortality which 
followed man in every form of bis beine, whose 
promise sustained him through all the labors of 
life, and whose immortal hopes clustered about t! 
erave. Every other description of human injury 
and human wo was curable and might receive its 
appropriate remedy, but there was no healing balm 
for frauds upon relicion. ‘The Native Amertea 
had never soucht to fetter the liberty of conse! { 
or attempted to destroy the 
which any sect had conscerated: but th y heady 
sisted, and they would forever continue to re : 
any sect which attempted to combine the er dof 
a relivion with a pohtical object. Let that eomn- 
nation be attempted by Methodist, by Baptist, by 
Presbyterian, by Episcopalian, or by Catho! 
from them it should meet with nothing but the 
most determined hostility and the most unyielding 
resistance. If this was treason, if this was fanad- 
cism, let gentlemen make the most of it. 

Mr. L. said he had purposely avoided, thus far, 
touching on the merits of the question: he reserved 
that consideration for a future hour. Meantime he 
would say that, from the very fir 
race and bloods! ed to this dav, the Nauve Amert- 
can party had stood on the sole ground of self-de- 
fence. ‘There it stood, and there it w Ls pre pared 
to stand, till the end of time. A review of the 
whole question would fling back upon it the rays 
of reason and patriotism. in what age or country 
had the love of our native land been considered as 
other than a virtue? Among the wise and the good 
it rose even to elory. 


t moment of out- 


Should we thus commend 
it in the bosoms of others, and then turn about 
and condemn and ridicule it in our own? Gentle- 
men called them to the exeretse of Ibe rality - but 
was it illiberal to love America? Was it better to 
be liberal to foreign ignorance ond crime, than be 
true to our own rights, and to the gifts and trusts 
of God? Was it illiberal to ask that the foreigner, 
who demanded a participation in our privileges, 
should dwell lone enough among those who en- 
joved them to enlighten his understanding and fit 
him for the blessing he desired? He knew it was 
an easy thing to play the demagogue, and to soothe 
and flatter the foreigner, but the times and the cir- 
cumstances in which we found ourselves forbade 
us to treat with levity a condition so frangeht with 
all the elements of danger. And Mr. L. disclaimed 
and repudiated all liberality which must be exer- 
cised at the sacrifice of the dearest rizhts of an 
American citizen. 


We were contending for safety 
—ay, for existence. 


Europe could no longer con- 
tain the teeming millions of her population—she 
must disgerge them at any price. ‘The tide of wa- 
migration was swelling higher and higher every 
hour. Our circumstances were changing, our dan- 
gers augmenting, and the past could no longer be 
looked to as a test and a rule for our expectations 
of the future. But our true policy was to model 
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ourselves upon the great laws of nature. If the 
heart of the alien was still in his native land—if 
his regrets, his memories, his associations, and all 
his tenderest sympathies still clung and centered 
there, why should we seek to disturb this innate 
bias of his nature? Why should we attempt, by 
the moral force of an oath of allegiance, to do vio- 
lence to the bent and tendency of his mind, and 
call on him to eradicate the strongest and the deep- 
est feelings of his Why should he not, 
like our own sons, pass through a pupilage of 
twenty-one years—a period that we did not es- 
teem too long in which to let our own children 
acquaint themselves with the principles of our na- 
tional freedom? When, by the gradual effect of 
this moral and political education, the man became 
graduaily freed from’ the trammels of foreign influ- 
ence, then would he be enabled to perceive that 
the highest position he could occupy was that of a 
moral agent, exercising and acting upon his own 
free choice; but, ull then, let us not attempt to 
break the holy ties of omnipotent nature. 

Mr. L. again said that he was thrown here into 
an attitude of self-defence. He had purposely 
avoided entering on the merits of the subject- 
itter of the to be referred; these 
would best be discussed and set forth in the re- 
port of that select committee for which he had 
asked. His opponents had not confined them- 
selves to the same narrow ground: their remarks 
had assumed a wide range: they had taken the 
broad ground of the whole question; but neither 
Mr. L. nor his friends had attempted to tell why 
they asked a change in our naturalization laws, or 
whether they asked such change at all. If the 
Liouse should accord to them the courtesy of grant- 
ine them a select committee, the kindness would 
be duly appreciated; and, in return, they should 
not be dispose d, at too e urly a day or too great an 
extent, to tax the time and attention of this body. 
\lany weeks would probably elapse before the 
report would be prepared ; nor, when it was ready, 

ould they insist on forcing it on the House, but 


being? 


mM resolutions 


\ ould rathe rseize some appropriate moment W hen 
1} could with the least inconvemence be taken up 
und discussed, 

Vir. CHASE said that it was not his desire, 
during this session of Congress, to occupy much 
of the time of the House in debate. As one of the 
‘the House, it might well 
Lecome him to listen rather than to speak. When 
the question was brought up yesterday, he had no 


‘ ’ t } rc ‘ 
younves members of 


expectation that he would address the House; but, 
as the debate procecdé d, he had become intere sted, 
The question assumed, in his view, a hither iin- 
portanee; and he therefore felt called on to say 


mething on it. With his collearue, he lad 
thoucht that the discussion should have been con- 
fined strictly to the question of reference; and he 


had really been much surprised at the latitude of 
dehate taken by ewentlemen yesterday. He was 

30 alittle amused at the position taken by his 
from Michigan. He [Mr. Curpman] had 
remarked, in the course of his speech yesterday, 
that he was sorry that he was born in the State of 
Vermont; and it had been stated by some persons 
who had heard him upon that oecasion—for he 
hanself was not so forumate—that he [Mr. Cuir- 
MAN] also stated that his father and mother were 
the State of Massachusetts; and that he 

That, he (Mr. C.) believed, 
It was, he believed, intended 
merely for a joke. He was not much in favor 
of the doctrines advocated by the dominant party 
inthe State of Vermont. He had no sympathy 
whatever with that band of abolitionists, who 
would, he hoped, be driven ere long into that ob- 
security which they deserved, by the common action 
of both Whies and Democrats in that State. But 
he esteemed the State of Vermont for her learning, 
patriotism, and bravery. He honored the State 
of Vermont for that heroism and courage which 
were so eminently displayed on the plains of Ben- 

ington and Plattsbure. He honored the State of 
vermont on aceount, also, of the distinguished 
members on that floor from that State. And well 
might the State of Vermont exclaim, in the lan- 

nage of the dying Cesar—Et tu Brute! He said 
that, with all respect to the gentleman, 

_ tle (Mr.C.) for one would vote that the resolu- 
tions should be referred to the Judiciary Commit- 
tee; and for the very good reazon that that commit- 
tee was, in his opinion, composed of able and intel- 
ligent men, who were perfectly capable of discharg- 
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vas not correct, 
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He would vote for that, because it was usual to || 
address such resolutions to that committee. He | 
was opposed to the appointment of a select com- | 
mittee, for this very reason: that that committee 
would be selected out of the friends of the resolu- | 
tions; and because there would be scattered abroad 
areport from that committee, sanctioned by the 
acts of Congress, which would assail an important 
portion of our fellow-citizens, who were deprived 
of an opportunity, on that floor, of defending 
themselves. On that ground he would oppose any 
report which the committee might issue. He was 
willing that the House should instruct its commit- 
tee in reference to the resolutions of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts; and although it was said | 
that there existed an alliance between the Native 
Americans and the Whigs, a disposition to play 
into each other’s hands—a sort of coquetry he did | 
not understand—he was willing to hear, the day 
before, the remarks of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, who fathered the matter, and had the 
whole under his influence. Well, he had dis- 
coursed very eloquently. The House, and those 
in the gallery, must have been very highly pleased 
with his eloquence; but he (Mr. C.) could not, for 
the life of him, come to any other conelusion than 
that it was one of those beautiful, smooth, stump- 
speeches, carefully committed to memory by the 
gentieman. Oh, it was eloquent and beautiful; 
but, while the gentleman was going on, he had 
listened very anxiously for some new argument, | 
such as might be usefully brought before the com- 
mittee. But he heard no other than those ad- 
vanced after the defeat of the great Whig party; 
and when the master of the Whig party was about 
to put forth the doctrines of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania when it was said the Whig party 
was about to be disorganized; but there was some 
advice given to the Whig party by the gentleman, 
who, they were informed on the previous day, had 
retired to the shades of private life; and the result 
was, that the Whig party changed its tone, as far | 
as the Native Americans were concerned. But it 
was said that the people of Massachusetts coinci- 
ded with the gentleman from Pennsylvania. ‘The 
custom was, in other days, to follow the lead of a 
centleman in the other wine of the Capitol, and 
who, they were informed yesterday, had retired 
to private life; but now they prefer to follow the 
lead of the gentleman in this House. He (Mr. C.) 
confessed that on yesterday he was much sur- 
prised by the areuments brought up by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, who told the House, and 
through it the country, that the debt talked of as 
due foreigners for their defence of this country, was 
a fiction. Since his (Mr. C.’s) boyhood, he was 
in the habit of reading that there was a just debt | 
due to those brave men who left their homes to as- 
sist the people of this country to fight. Now, they 
heard a new doctrine advanced on that floor—that 
these men were mercenaries; and that if ever there 
was adebt, the balance was long ago discharged. 
He could not envy the feelings of a man who en- 
tertained such a disposition as that. He supposed 
the same arguments might be used in reference to 
their revolutionary ancestors, many of whom 
drew pay for their services. Some of them had 
departed to their silent tombs; but many of the 
survivors were still receiving that pay to which 
they were justly entitled. ‘The question, then, he 
supposed, would be hereafter brought up for the 
purpose of showing that the debt to them is long | 
avo discharged, and that the whole was a mere 
mercantile transaction. No; he hoped those doc- | 
trines would never be sustained by that House or 
by the country. He would briefly ask the House 
who were those who gained in their struggle for 
independence? Many of them were Englishmen— 
many foreigners from different parts of Europe; | 
yet they gallantly joined us, and enabled us to 
battle in defence of our rights. Why, many of 
them had been in the service of England when at 
war with France; but when they saw the struggle 
breaking out, they threw themselves into the ranks 
of those who declared to the world that man is 
capable of self-government. ‘That grave question 
was attracting the attention of all Europe. The peo- 
ple of France, of England, of Lreland, of Scotland, 
of nearly all the civilized world, had come to the 
conclusion that men were capable of self-govern- 
ment, and were ready to throw off the manacles of 
despotism, in accordance with that great truth. || 
The eyes of all the world were upon this country— || 


ments of Europe were fixed upon it. The ques. 
tion will be asked us from those countric 8, 18 man 
capable of self-government? and their eyes will he 
/set upon us to learn what will be our answer—t, 
learn what we think. And to the question, “ What 
do you think?’’ what would be the answer if No. 
tive American doctrines were carried out? They 
had heard from the Natives in that House, that 
foreigners should be here twenty-one years before 
they were entitled to vote; they were not capable of 
| self-government at home, and certainly they wore 
not here, surrounded by all the institutions of 
this country; they must remain here twenty-one 
years before they acquired that right—the richt of 
governing themselves! What would be the effec 
of such a change? Its effect would be to cramp» 
the energies and discourage the efforts of our for- 
eign citizens; for men could not put forth their 
powers without an interest in the Government of 
the country. He would vote for the reference of 
the resolutions to the Committee on the Judici- 
ary. 

Mr. BAYLY obtained the floor; but 

Mr. CHIPMAN, to whom the gentleman from 
Tennessee had alluded in his speech, entreated him 
to yield it for explanation. 

This Mr. B. said he would willingly do, pro- 
vided he would not thereby lose the right of the 
floor afterwards. 

But the CHAIR reminded Mr. B. that no such 
contract could be recognised; and if he yielded the 
floor at all he must yield it unconditionally. 

Mr. BAYLY then said he could not consent to 
comply with the gentleman’s request; and Mr, 
CuipMan, With much apparent reluctance, took 
his seat. 

Mr. BAYLY then proceeded to observe that he 
had not risen with any view of entering into this 
debate in the same latitude in which other gentle- 
men had indulged themselves, but should confine 
his remarks exclusively to the motion of refer- 
ence, and to such considerations as naturally crew 
out of the subject-matter of the resolutions to be 
referred. 

The question of reference embraced the consid- 
erations first of convenience, and secondly of jus- 
tice. Of convenience, so far as the House might 
be said to look to the aid of any of its commitices 
in deciding upon its duty in reference to matters 
before it; and of justice, as far as it sought for an 
impartial view of those subjects in the reports of iis 
committees, 

So far as the aid of committees was concerned, 
Mr. B. considered it as of very little importance to 
which of the proposed committees these resolutions 
were sent; and, as a matter of justice, he was free 
to confess, that before he had looked into the reso- 
lutions more closely, he had felt inclined to con- 
cede the request of the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania, and grant him a select committee, 

{Mr. Levin here interposed, to remind Mr. P. 
that the question was not now directly on the refer- 
ence, but on the commitment with instructions. } 

Mr. B. said he was fully aware of that, and he 
had nothing whatever to say, either as to the char- 
acter of the subject or of the committee; but be- 
fore these resolutions should be commitied at all, he 
must be allowed to say that he considered them as 
amounting to a bold attempt to interfere with the 
acknowledged rights of the States. What was the 
subject of these resolutions? They referred t 

‘certain frauds committed in elections, and the! 
professed object was to purify the ballot-box, and 
with this view they came to the General Govert- 
ment, asking in effect that it would interfere wit! 
| the exercise of the right of suffrage within the 
States of this Union. Now, Mr. B. insisted that 
| that was amatter over which this Government pos- 
sessed no jurisdiction. This was a Government! 
of delegated powers, and all power not delegated 
to it, was, by the Constitution, expressly rest rved 
to the States or to the people. There was nothing 
in the Constitution which gave the Federal Gov- 
ernment any jurisdiction over the matter of su” 
frage. The second section of the first articie © 
that instrument declared that ** The House of Rep- 
‘ resentatives [of the United States] shall be com- 
‘posed of members chosen every second year SY 
|| ‘the people of the several States, and the electors 
|| ¢in each State shall have the qualifications requ. 
‘ site for electors of the most numerous branch 0! 
‘ the State Legislature.”’ 
This was the only clause which had reference 
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ve exercise of suffrage; and it expressly declared 
ht to be in the States, and to be the same 
~ to the choosing a member of the House 


the ex: 
that ri 
in reference 


, choosing the members of State Legislatures. | 


as il ° 


Ir was a matter with which this C.eneral Govern- 
ment had nothing to do. The States might admit 
iy its exercise whom they would, and there was 
no power in this, Government to control them. 
When, therefore, the Legislature of Massachu- 
cots eame here and asked Congress to interfere 
with this right, in any way, he again pronounced 
» to be a bold attempt to usurp an acknowledged 
rivht of the States. ; Pe 
Rut ifall could be done which this Native Amer- 
wn party desired should be done—if the term of 
orohation were extended (as they were said to 
wish) to twenty-one years, what would be the 
efect? Would it exclude a foreigner during that 
term from voting at our elections? Mr. B. insisted 
‘vat it would not. Naturalization entitled the for- 
woner to certain rights: to the right of protection, 
tothe right of holding property, and to the right 
° pursuing happiness in his own way. Extend- 
» the term of probation to the term of twenty- 
~oe years might, indeed, be virtually declaring to 


} 


( 
the foreigner that during that long period he must 
be debarred from all these prerogatives, and must 
be dependent for so much of them as he needed 
exclusively on the comity and hospitality of the 
States; so far the change would go, but that was 

ijt could do; it could not touch, or in the least 

Yoct, his right of suffrage. 

It was very true that most of our State consti- 
nitions did confine the right of suffrage to citizens 
only, and that men became citizens under the nat- 
nralization laws; but it still remained true that the 
Sintes possessed the inherent right of conferring 
ihe privilege of suffrage on whomsoever they 

eased. Supposing these Massachusetts resolu- 

ms to be complied with, and Congress to pass 
iatever naturalization laws it pleased: they would 
io no more than deprive the foreigner of his right 
the habeas corpus, his right to hold property, and 

h other rights as pertained to ciuzenship; but 

y would not take away his right of suffrage, 
for that was exclusively under the jurisdiction of 
the States, snd the States alone. He understood 

iat a State convention was soon to be held in 

w York, and he would say to these Native 
\merican gentlemen, or at least to so many of 
them as came from that State, that such a State 

iention would be their proper field of opera- 
tion, and not the floor of Congress. ‘There they 

ight act with effect; here they could not. New 
York might make the term of probation for voting 
just as long and just as short as to her seemed 
ood; she might admit men to vote after a proba- 
tion of twelve months, if this would purify the 
hallot-box; but no such enactment was within the 
competency of the General Government. 

ven supposing the constitutions of the States 
to remain as they were, he put it to the gentlemen 
of legal learning to say what would be the effect 
mid the term of probation be extended Most 
reference to the naturalization law as it now stood. 
re would submit to them whether a law of Con- 
cress, Which, in respect to those constitutions, 
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usurping State power were, they were infinitely 
outstripped in enormity by this attempt of Massa- 
chusetts to qutrage every State constitution in the 
Union on the subject of suffrage. Mr. B., how- 


; ever, should not now go into an elaborate argu- 


ment of the subject; but if it should be attempted to 
carry this thing out, he should then attempt to 


| show, by a more extended discussion, that to do 


| so would 


be a pure unmitigated act of usurpa- 


| tion. 


He had said that yesterday he had felt disposed, 
from an impulse of generosity similar to that which 
had actuated the gentlemen from Alabama and 
Tennessee, [Messrs. Yancy and Sranton,] to re- 
fer these resolutions to a select committee; and he 


/ would do so now were there not an obvious im- 


propriety in it. He had referred to the character 
of these resolutions mainly with a view to show 


| that they involved high constitutional questions, 


and therefore ought to go to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, as having been raised expressly for the 
consideration of questions of this character; to that 


| committee the reference ere belonged, 


and he could not consent to take a constitutional 
su! ject from the great law committee of the House, 
and refer it to a select committee holding particular 
opinions. 

It was very true that, as a mere matter of cu- 
riosity, in order that these Native American gen- 


| tlemen might show their hands, and let the House 


| dulge any such feeling. 


and the country know what it was that they did 
really mean, he should be very glad, could he 
with propriety, put these resolutions into their 
hands. But when constitutional questions of grave 
import were immediately involved, he could not 
take them from the appropriate committee to in- 
Indeed, had he felt any 
difficulty before, it was now removed; for the 
crudeness of the views which these gentlemen had 
avowed on the floor would of itself forbid the 
confiding such a paper to their care. Let it go to 
the Judiciary Committee, and let that committee 


| inquire whether the Coneress of the United States 


possessed any right to interfere with the subject of 
sufirage. Should any such thing be attempied, he 
must in the name of his State utterly protest 
against it. Congress had no right to touch the 
subject or meddle with it in the slightest degree, 
and it ought not for a moment to entertain any 


| resolution, come from where it might, which even 
| looked towards such a usurpation of power. In 


his own State the right of suffrage had been re- 


| stricted, and many of her citizens had been un- 
| wisely, as he thought, excluded from Its exercise ; 
| but that was a matter with which Congress had 


nothing to do. Every State might regulate the 
mode of election within its own limits, might pro- 


| vide such police to guard the ballot-box as it 
| deemed proper, and might, without let or interfer- 


ence, exercise its jurisdiction over the entire sub- 


ject. 


If any frauds had been committed in other re- 


| spects than as to naturalization, and it was pro- 
| posed that the foreigner was, on that account, to 
of the State constitutions had been adopted in || 


be excluded from the right of citizenship for twen- 


| ty-one years, and must be thrown on the mere 
| comity and hospitality of our Government tll that 


would be an ex post fucto law, (he applied the term || 


watively, for, strictly speaking, an ex post facto 
iw related only to criminal proceedings,) would 
wwe binding force? If it would, then with still 

re emphasis might he pronounce these Massa- 
“iusetts resolutions a bold attempt to induce Con- 
“ss to alter every State constitution in the Union. 
‘here did Congress get any such right? Mr. B. 
ud witnessed many such attempts coming from 
hie North, : 
ce by a member from Maine to give a consti- 
‘on to Florida; and at the present Congress, an 
vlushing attempt had been made by a member 
wa Massachusetts to dictate to Texas what sort 
ol “constitution she ought to frame. Congress 
“no right to interfere in any such matter. The 


Constit 


‘ 


Pressly . Sas . 7 > ' 
"ressiv prohibiced it: it guarantied to every State 


Neon 


on without interference from any querter. If 
‘2ress might interfere and might modify their 


const 


‘ 
{ 


‘ Government no longer. 
ad, however, as these isolated attempts at 


“republican Government, and the very first feature | 
‘republican Government was the right of the | 


At the last Congress, an attempt was | 


“tution not only did not sanction it—it ex- | 


le - « ° | 
#€ to amend and to alter their own constitu- | 


“stitution for them, theirs was a republican form | 


| valuable kind. 


term should expire, Mr. B. should consider such 
a proceeding as unwise indeed. Its immediate ef- 
fect must be to discourage immigration of the most 
It might not, indeed, deter the 
paupers of Europe from coming to this country, 


| because theirs was a condition which could not 
| well be worsted; but men of character and stand- 
| ing and property never would consent to come, 


| he would take the liberty of reminding these friends | 


| had been generated by the corruption of our great | 


when for twenty-one long years they must remain 
disfranchised. He concluded by expressing his 
hope that the resolutions would go to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. BOWLIN said that were it not for the fact 
that he represented a community deeply interested 
in this question, he should not trouble the House 
with any remarks upon it; but he could not sit in 
silence and witness an attempt to enable a small 
body of men to propagate their sentiments in op- 
position to the rights of our adopted citizens, un- 
der the implied sanction of Congress. 
his friends had expressed great generosity towards 
these men, because their number was small; but 


of his that there was such a thing as being more 
generous than just. This Native American party 


| cities: it was a party actively engaged in fanning 
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the flames of religious and political persecution, 
and, as such, had slender claims on his eeneresity, 
or that of any other man. It sought to give the 
sanetion of Congress to a system which had car- 
ried fire and sword into the hearts and homes of 
adopted citizens of this country. It was a party, 
active, agitating, and having much to say. And 
who was there here to defend the rights of the 
adopted citizen? This was a mere issue between 
two political parties; and would gentlemen give 
the sanction of this House to the abuse which one 
of them heaped upon the other? Who would raise 
his voice in favor of such a proceeding? 
he never would. Who were the men who were to 

be thus assailed? ‘They were among the noblest, 

most upright, and most useful of American citi- 

zens. Mr. B. appealed to his friends to withdraw 

the implied sanction which, out of mere generosity, 

they seemed disposed to give to the assailants. He 

repeated it: the party assailing had its birthplace 

and its being in the,corruption of our great cities: 

in the pure atmosphere of the country it could not 

live. Who had ever heard of a meeting of Native 

Americans in a country school-house? Nobody. 

What was to be the practical effect of such a res 
port when iteame in? Mr. B. would tell gentle- 
men; for those who, like himself, lived in the cities 

where these men carried on their acitations, knew 

the people, and could not be deceived as to their 

charact r or designs. Their support was drawn 

from our native-born citizens; and their favorite 

and leading doctrine was, that foreigners ought to 

be excluded from our country, lest, through their 

competition, the wages of labor should be reduced. 

This was one of their grand areuments, and had 

perhaps more effect than any other. The truth 

was, that these Native Americans were neither 

more nor less than a wing of the great Whig par- 
ty. Now he would ask his friends, who were so 

very generous, whether, if it was the Whies who 

asked such a committee to vet such a report, they 

Yet 

this, he repe ated it, wes buta wing of the same 

party. They had, it was true,a different name 

and a separate organization, but no sooner did any 
great election approach in the country than, with 

military precision, they wheeled into line, and acted 
and voted with their Whie brethren. 

There had been one « xeeption. In 1842 they 
had in Missourt ventured to brine forward a sepa- 
rate candidate; and what was the resuli? The 
Democrats had crushed both Whigs and Natives, 
and in six weeks the Native flae was down. The 
next year another election occurred, and there was 
some hocus-pocus under pretext of a compromise, 
but, when the time of action eame, they all wheeled 
into line again, and succeeded in earryine off two 
hundred votes in St. Louis from the Demoeratie 
party. No sooner did they men into 
their meshes than they inveizled them into caucus, 
and the result invariably was that they ended by 
voting the Whig ticket. They were Whies. and 
nothing but Whies, under a different name. They 
had never failed to vote with the Whigs but onee, 
and then, as a party, they died in sixty days. 
Now, would his friends consent to sow broadcast 
through this country a Whig report, under the 
sanction of this Congress? He believed not. Oh, 
but it was generous, and the strong could afford to 
be magnanimous to the weak. Thus the generos- 
ity of his friends grew out of the paucity of the 
numbers of these gentlemen; but did they reflect 
on the infinite evil which the measures of these 
persons were calculated to inflict on the whole body 
of our naturalized citizens? If they did, he must 
consider their generosity as somewhat misplaced. 

There was another idea which had been ad- 
vanced, and which Mr. B. must resist and repel. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania, who seemed 
their leader, [Mr. Levin,} had proudly and tri- 
umphantly pointed to that picture [the portrait of 
Washington] as the portrait of the man who was 
the founder and the living tmbodiment of their sen- 
timents and principles. Now, Mr. B. very well 
knew to what portion of Washington’s writings 
that centleman alluded when he made such an as- 
sertion, and he pronounced it one of the crossest 
and the foulest libels that had ever been attempted 
to be cast on the unsullied and the sacred name of 
George Washington. Washington never had been 
a native American in their sense of the term: he 
had never breathed their spirit nor acted on their 
orinciples. He had, indeed, in his ever-memora- 

le Farewell Address, warned his countrymen on 
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kor one, 


would be disposed to vrant such a request? 
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the sulpje et of ** fore! 
pression he certainly did not intend to allude to 
very foreign citizens whom 
) No: it was 
mn systems; it was the influ- 
system, of the tariff system, 


the influence of tho 
he had himself invil d to our shores. 
the influence of fore: 
ence of thet anking 

od of thi Native American sy 


it was to influences like these 


m of exclusive 
naturalization laws; 
that he a luded. When Mr. Je tlerson said ih one 
of h letters that he could wish the ocean were a 
wall of fire, he meant that it nught separate us from 
{ systems of the Old World, such as the bank- 
jing system, which enabled a few individuals met 
in a parlor in one of our Atlantic cities to control 
He meant the taril sys- 


is of trade, 


the very Vila ) 

n, Wich oppres | one-half of the community 
{ tine hye pent of the other. This was that for- 
cion influence against which he warned his coun- 


irymen, and thi very nativism itself was part 


“i portion of the ; Lane evil beast. What was 
naturalization In England? And how was it to 
he atwimed? Only by a special act of Parlia- 
ment. And why? Beeause thei crowded island 
had searce room for her inhabitants, and she had 
not th ime causes for encouraging Immigration 


wheen operated Wi 


so much power in this new 


til 
nnd fre » and vast Republic, Che whole thing 
\ a foreign system, adapted to foreign countri 


«i not to this country, and it was included in the 
memorable warnmg of Washington. 
The gentleman told them that it was far from 


being the policy of these Native Americans to 
discourage the immigration of foreigners amongst 
us, Such a desien it mi ht not be politic toavow: 
but what were the inducements the gentleman held 
out to influence a respectable foreiner to transfer 
his all to the United Stat Supposimg him to 
come here, let the gentle man’s SJ tena pre vail, and 
1e man’s condition would be as good under the 
(irand ‘Turk a this free country. He came here 
to have all his political rights taken away, and to 
remain a distranchised man for twenty-one yea 


The ventleman well knew the impolicy (not to say 


unpopularity) of attempting to shut up the doors 
of a land which had millions of acres, yes, nmiil- 
hoy of Square i les of ils fertile soil stall uli- 
settled. "The eentleman said, therefore, that his 


not exclusive. But it was exclusive. 
isofadilemma: € ither he wished 
If he wished 
to keep them out, his policy was detestable, and 


dectri ewan 
bhe was on the hor 
to ke« n forereners out, or he did not, 
never would receive the sanction of the people of 
if he did not wish to keep them out, 
his poliey was as bad or worse; for, while with 
one breath he mvited them to come, with the next 
He might choose 

hor » liked | No; the ly true 
whichever horn he liked best. No; the only true 
policy of this country was to throw open our 


fais country. 


. : ' \ | . 
he took away all their ments. 


doors to immigration from all the world; and, as 

on as it was practicable, as soon as it could be 
done with safety, to allow them to participate with 
us in the full enjoyment of liberty. We wanted 

opulation : we had a great valle y of thirteen hun- 
dred thousand square miles in extent; a valley in 
whieh thirty millions of men would be better off 
than ten millions. Could it be the policy of such 
a country to retard settlement and heap up obsta- 
cles in the way of immigration? Even western 
Missouri was searcely half way across our territo- 
ry. vet we had few settlers be yond it, Let them 
come: let them come from all the earth; we had 
apace and a welcome for them all. 

Gentlemen had frequently talked about shoals 
of foreigners being thrown upon our shores by the 
despotic Governments of Europe. This was 
against fact and agaimst common sense. It was 
the policy of no Gevernment in the world to drive 
of her own citizens. And not only were there no 
fucts to prove it. but facts proved the contrary. 
Had not the Government of Germany recently 
passed an edict excluding American papers from 
circulation mn that country, and that for the avowed 
reason that their practical influence was to draw 
off population from the empire? Yet gentlemen 
would have the country believe that it was Ger- 
man poliey to send us her emigrants, and that she 
threw them off as a slough and an incumbrance. 
‘This was only to render foreign population in- 
famous among us. But these men were not a 
burden anvwhere; they were the true lovers of 

erty; they had abandoned their homes, and all 
that was dear to them, because of their superior 
lave to freedom, 
right; they were Democratic at the start, and 


mn influence,’’ but by that ex- 


Their political instincts were | 


80 | -—s—ss THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


hence the violent opposition of certain gentlemen 


Was not this manifest? No op- 
position was made to English emigrants or Scotch 
emigrants; it was all against the Irish and the 
Dutch: against these men the Native American 
party and their Whig alies seem to have entered 
into acrusade. The English and the Scotch were 
very welcome, because their prejudices were, for 
the most part, against the American Democratic 
party; but the Irish and the Dutch must by all 
means be ke pt out, because they flocked as natu- 
rally into the Democratic ranks as rivers sought 


the sea. 


against them. 


‘To the propagation of doctrines like these, and 
proj ’ 


vith such tendencies, Mr. B. would never vote 
the sanction of that House. Let these Massachu- 
setts resolutions go to a standing committee. Why 
should these have a select committee in preference 
to other subjects? If an old soldier came here with 
his petition for a pension, and should ask for a 
select committee to consider it, he would quickly 
be frowned down. Yet here a political sect op- 
post d to the best interests of the country had the 
modesty to ask for such an honor, and very mo- 
destly told the House that otherwise their memo- 
rial would be smothered. Mr. B. was no friend 
to these modern reformers; we had had quite 
enough of them within some years, and he was 
heartily sick of them. We had had an Abolition 
reform, and a Native reform, and a Temperance 
reform; he held them all as bad in their tendency: 
they all fanned the flame of discord and animosity, 
and had their origin in sources which were against 
rood morals. He was opposed to the whole SYS- 
tem, and its propagation should never receive any 
facilities by his vote. 

Mr. GORDON said that he came from an inland 
district in the little State of New York—a district 
in which there were no Cities to be either great or 
on the body politic. [A laugh.] It 
had been said that Native Americanism had been 
born in cities; and if cities were nothing but great 
sores, What must Native Americanism be?  [In- 
creased laughter.] ‘The party had had an ephem- 
eral existence in the city atmosphere —it had been 
a thing of mushroom growth—it had flourished for 
aday and died, but had not been buried at the 
erave of its fathers. 


small sores 


sented was inhabited largely by naturalized citi- 
zens or by their descendants, the most of whom 
had come from Scotland or from the Emerald Isle. 
He lived among them, knew them well, and could 


appreciate thew character; and, so far as these } 


Massachusetts resolutions went to reflect on that 
character, he felt himself, as their representative, 
bound to defend it; and he could with great truth 
say that he knew no men more industrious, more 
frugal, or calculated to make more wholesome citi- 
zens in all this broad Republic. 

Mr. G. knew that there had been frauds and 
great frauds perpetrated, especially at the election 
of 1340, [a laugh;] but these frauds had been per- 
petrated not exclusively or mainly by naturalized 
cilizens: they were produced by corruption and 
bribery, and the corruption fund was not supplied 
by naturalized citizens, but by banks and monop- 
What side such men were likely to take 
in controlling a popular election he left gentlemen 
to judge. He had yet to learn that our naturalized 
citizens had abused the right of franchise. No; it 
was not on them that the creat corruption fund 
operated. He could point gentlemen to an instance 
in his own district where a certain Native Ameri- 
can had received an election bribe of ten dollars— 
the fraud had been proved upon him, and he had 
been fined for the offence. tte did not believe that 
the privilege had been as much abused by our 
naturalized citizens as by the native born. Mr. G. 
expressed his full agreement with the positions 
taken by Mr. Bayty as to the want of constitu- 
tional right in Congress to touch the State right of 
franchise, and recapitulated the points of that ar- 
frument. 

These Native Americans, if they had their will, 
would extend the term of probation to twenty-one 
years, before any immigrant could become a citi- 
zen; and whom would such an alteration in the 
law exclude? What class of people would it drive 
from our shores? Not foreign paupers or invalids, 
for they would continue to come, make the law 
what you would. It would exclude a higher and 
a more valuable class, who came here with their 
virtues, their industry, and their wealth. That 
class of immigrants was daily increasing, and it 


OMSL. 


The district Mr. G, repre- | 


' millions and the myrmidons of power. 





was his belief that Europe herself was destined | 
he pauperized by this very process. , 
their probation to twenty-one years, and my of 
this description would never occupy the 
fertile prairies of the West. The idea tha 
born Americans, and they alone, were to subdue 
and fill this whole continent, seemed to him ; 
as absurd an idea as that the red men alone reer 
entitled to its soil. We might obey the Positive 
command to increase and multiply as fast as we 
pleased, but a hundred years would not be suf. 
cient, and that including all the foreign aid We 
could get, to fill this country as it should be, and 
as he trusted it would yet be filled. He desired to 
have these foreign citizens come first to our old 
Atlantic States, and, after there acquainting ty m- 
selves with our republican institutions, pass on 
westward to lowa and Texas—to Oregon and Cali. 
fornia. hither they would go; nothing coy 
stop them; but he wanted them first to be educat, d 
as American citizens, and learn how to exer 
and to enjoy the rights of freemen. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania, who had 
contended so eloquently for the Native American 
interest, seemed to fear that the democracy of ovr 
own country might one day be overthrown by this 
foreign infusion; but that could never be,” The 
monarchies of Europe were in far greater dancer 
of being undermined and overthrown by the spread 
of our principles and the influence of our exainple, 
It was possible that this Government micht full, 
but it would never be from such a cause, We 
might be destined to go the round so often trod, 
becoming more and more democratic, ti!l we he- 
came too democratic, and so might become the 
prey of a despotism; but the admission of foreien 
population would not hasten that result. 

The gentleman had spoken much about a eol- 
lision of opinions leading to physical collision; but 
who was it that was so busily and so eloquently 
endeavoring to produce a collision of opinion? 
What party was it that was waging this open war 
against our naturalized fellow-citizens? Was it 
not this busy, talking, agitating, fanatical, pro- 
scribing, Native American party? Was it not 
they who were setting man against man, all over 
the land, and trying to excite our native-born citi- 
zens against their naturalized brethren? Thi 
machinations had already stained with indelible 
disgrace one of our largest cities: that lasting st: 
was all to be attributed to this Native America 
party, which was, but is not. Before these gen- 
tlemen came to this House, and endeavored to 
agitate themselves into importance, they should 
wait at least till they had a constituency to repre- 
sent and to support them. They were here rep- 
resentatives chosen a year ago, by a party now 
defunct: they were the representatives of a party 
that no longer existed. é 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania had said 
something about the debt of France being can- 
celled. Yes, it was, alas, too true our debt to 
France had been cancelled; but how? By France 
herself, in her interference in the matter of Texas. 
President Polk had balanced that account; he had 
paid our debt, and cancelled the bond. 

Our real danger was not from foreign immt- 
grants, but from a foreign alliance; an alliance of 
crowned heads, who might seek to establish on 
this continent their much-loved ‘‘ balance of pow- 
er.”? He thanked God that we had at our head a 
man who had said to the despotism of the Old 
World: “Thus far shalt thou come, but no far- 
ther.” And he thanked the foreigners who had 
done us the friendly service of elevating to the 
highest seat a heroic ** Young Hickory,’’ who had 
dared to say to England, to France, and to all the 
world: ** Let us alone, or take the consequences. 

He thought gentlemen might better occupy their 
time in looking into the state of the nationai de- 
fences, than in striving to prevent foreign Imnv- 
gration, and in abusing the men who dug = 
canals, who made our roads, who worked 8 
our fortifications, and who were ready to oe 
with us, shoulder to shoulder, and drive back the 
This, 
surely, was no time to quarrel with them. He 
knew the men; there were thousands of them in 
his own district; and they stood ready, heart . 
hand, to spend their latest breath, and shed a 
last drop of their blood, in defence of that adop' 
country which had given to them a happy home. 

Mr. FARAN asked for the reading of the res 
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